





LAWS OF DELAWARE.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT proposing An Amendment to the Constitution of this State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met (two-
thirds of each house deeming it necessary and concurring
herein and by and with the approbation of the Governor):
SEctTION I. ‘That the following amendment be and is Amendment

to the 1st

hereby proposed to the first clause of the first se€tion of the Cianse of 15t
Fourth "Article of the Coustitution of this State, that is, by Xeee oo
adding the following thereto immediately after the word theConsti-
“Dallot.” - posed.
“But the Legislature may by law prescribe the means, Means,
methods and instruments of voting so as to best secure fmesand
secrecy and the independence of the voter, preserve the °f votins:
freedom and purity of eleétions, and prevent fraud, corrup-

tion and intimidation thereat.”

SECTION 2. The Secretary of State, after the Governor secretary of

State to pub-

shall have approved of the above proposed amendment and e S
this aét, shall duly publish the above proposed amendmentrposed
and this aét in two or more newsgapers of this State, forintwoor

the consideration of the people of this State,. at least three pipesor
and not more than six months before the next general thisState.

eleftion for Senators and Representatives in this State,

Passed al Dover, April%8, 1891.
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CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT proposing An Amendment to the Constitution of this State.

SECTION 1. Be it enalled by the Senale and House of
Representatives of the State of Delaware tn General Assem-
bly met (two-thirds of eack House deeming it necessary and

Amendment by and with the approbation of the Governor): That the

ofthe Con. fOllowing amendiment be and the same is hereby proposed to

moposes.  Article Nine of the Constitution of this State, that is to say,
strike out all of said article which reads thus:

*No convention shall be called but by the authority of the
people: and an unexceptionable mode of making their sense
known, will be for them at a special eletion on the third’
Tuesday of May in any year to vote by ballot for or against
a convention as they shall severally choose to do; and if
thereupon it shall appear that a majority of all the citizens
in the State, having the* right to vote for representatives,
have voted for a comnvention, the General Assembly shall
accordingly at their next session, call a convention, to
consist of at least as many members as there are in both
houses of the legislature, to be chosen in the same manner,
at the same places, and at the same time that representa.
tives are by the citizeus entitled to vote for representatives,
on due notice given for one month, and to meet within three
montlhs after they shall be ele€ted. The majority of all the
citizens in the State, having right to vote for representa-
tives, shall be ascertained by reference to the highest num-
ber of votes cast in the State at any one of the three general
eleétions next preceding the day of voting for a convention,
except when they may be less than the whole number of
votes voted both for and against a convention, in which
case the said majority shall be ascertained by reference to
the number of votes given on the day of voting for or against
a convention; and whenever the General Assembly shall
deem a convention necessary, they shall provide by law
for the holding of a special eletion for the purpose of
ascertaining the sense of a majority of the citizens of the
State entitled to vote for representatives."’

Atany Gen.  And in Heu thereof insert the following, that is to say:

cral Election . R
voesmay  * No convention shall be called but by the authority of the

vote for or

agansta- people: and the mode of making their sense known shall be,
ion. . that at any general ele€tion held for representatives in the

tion.

#So carolled.
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General Assembly, and which shall have been prescribed by

the General Assembly at its regular session next preceding

the said ele€tion as the proper occasion for ascertaining such

sense, the citizens of this State entitled to vote for repre-
sentatives at such ele€tion inay vote by ballot for or against

a convention as they shall severally choose to do, and in so

voting the ballot shall be separate from those cast for any Balots for
person voted for at such ele€tion and shall be kept distinct &ssantion
and apart from any other ballot so cast; and if at any such ghall be sep-

ele¢tion the number of votes for a convention shall be equal those cast
to a majority of all the citizens in the State, having right tosom. = ©
vote for representativesas, ascertained by reference to the
highest number of votes cast in the State at any one of the Medeof
three general eleétions next preceding the day of voting for the majority
a convention, except when they may be less than the whole
number of votes voted both for and against a convention, in
which case the said majority shall be ascertained by reference
to the nummber of votes given on the day of voting for or
against a convention, the General Assembly shall, at its next
session, call a convention, to consist of at least as many
members as there are in both houses of the legislature, to
be chosen in the same manner, at the same places, and at the
samme time that representatives are by the citizens entitled
to vote for representitives, on due notice given for one
month, and to meet within three months after they shall be
elefted. The Legislature shall provide by law for receiving,
tallying, and counting the said votes for and against a con-
veution and for returning to the General Assembly at its
next session the state of the said vote, and also for ascertain-
ing and returning to the said General Assembly the number
of ballots cast at said eleftion on or by which representa-
tives were voted for, so as to enable it to determine whether
a majority of those who voted for representatives voted for
a convention; and shall also by law enaét all provisions
necessary for giving full effeét to this article.””

SECTION 2. And be 1t further enafled, ‘That the Secre- Secretary ui

tary of State be and he is hereby direfted, after the Governor i s fu
shall have approved of the above proposed amendment, duly {%c, ...
to publish the said proposed amendment in print in the inthesev.
several newspapers published in this State, at least three and papersin
not more than six months before the next general ele&ion of "* %

representatives, for the consideration of the people.
lassed at Dover, May 16, 1891.
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CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT to provide for the holding of a Special Election for the purpose
of ascertaining the sense of the people in respect to calling a Consti-
tutional Convention.

WHEREAS there appears to be a general desire that the
General Assembly, at its present session, shall provide by
law for the holding of a special eleétion for the purpose of
ascertaining the sense of the majority of the citizens of the
State entitled to vote for representatives in respect to the
calling of a convention to change, alter and amend the Cou-
stitution, therefore, '

Be it enacled by the Senale and House of Representatives
of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met :

SecrTioN 1. That on the third T'uesday of May, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-one,
a special ele€tion shall be held for the purpose of ascertain-
ing, by ballot, the sense of the people of this State in respeét
to calling a convention to change, alter and amend the Con-
stitution of the State.

At the said eleétion the citizens of the State entitled to
vote for representatives may have written or printed on their
ballots the words ‘* For a Convention' or *‘‘ Against a Con-
vention.”’  Said ballots may be of any size and form, not
exceeding the size now provided by law.

Skcrion 2. That at said special ele€tion, to be held as
prescribed in Section 1 of this aét, the inspettors and judges
chosen in the several hundreds throughout the State to liold
the last general ele€tion shall hold said special eleétion.
Every vacancy in the said offices shall be filled in the same
manner as now prescribed by law.

Skcrion 3. The Sheriff of each county shall, on or be-
fore the twelfth day of May in the said year of holding said
special ele€tion, deliver to the inspeétor of each hundred or
eleétion district of his county two suitable ballot boxes, with
tape and sealing wax therefor, together with alphabetical
lists of voters and of delingueunts, and written or printed forms
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of tally-lists, of certificates of ele€tion, of official oaths or
afirmations of the ele€tion officers and the certificates and
dire¢tions relating thereto, and also a proper eleétion stamp,
all prepared (subjeét however to such alterations thereof as
may be necessary to adapt them to the requirements of said
special ele€tion) as now prescribed by law for the general
eletion. The said alphabetical lists of voters and of de-
linquents shall be delivered by the Clerk of the Peace of each
county to the Sheriff of his county on or before the fifth
day of May in the said year of holding said special eletion.
The said special ele€tions shall be held at the same places,
during the same hours, in the same manner, according to the
same regulations and subje¢t to the same penalties, so far as
the same may be applicable to the purposes of this aét, as
now prescribed concerning the general election; and the
votes cast at said special election shall be counted, tallied
and certified by the inspeétor, judges and clerks of each
poll, and the state of the said eleétion shall be ascertained
and certified by the board of canvass of each county, on the
Thursday next succeeding the day of holding the said special
election, at the same times, in the same manner, at the same
places and by the same persons as prescribed in Chapter
Eighteen of the Revised Statutes and any amendments and
supplements thereto for the counting, tallying and certify-
ing the votes cast at, and for the ascertaining and certifying
the state and result of the last general eleftion throughout
each county. ‘The certificates, respe€tively, of said special
ele€tion shall contain and show accurately the number, in
words at length, of votes cast ‘‘ For a Convention'’ and
“Against a Convention,”

SECTION 4. ‘That the returns of said special eleétion, So Return. of
certified by the board of canvass of each county as aforesaid, s
and duplicates thereof, shall be delivered in the same man-
ner, by the same persous, in the same way, and to the same
officers as the returns of the ele€tion for Governor and dupli-
cates thereof are required to be delivered by dire€tion of the

Constitution of the State.

SECTION 5. That the General Assembly shall, at the next puses .
session thereof after said special ele€tion, and on the second ¢ Seneral.
Wednesday after its organization, meet in joint.session, in the ascertaining
Hall of the House of Representatives, to be, present at the of ie eic.-
opening and publishing of the said returns of 'such ele€tion, "

and to ascertain therefrom the result of said eleétion through-

5




Calling a
Convention.

Mode of as-
certaining
the ma-
jority.

Duty of
Sheriff and
other offi-
cers

LAWS OF DELAWARE,
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

out the State, by calculating the aggregate amount of all the .
votes that shall have been given respeétively ‘‘For a Con-
vention’’ and ‘‘Against a Convenfion’ in all the counties
of the State.

SecrioN 6. ‘That if thereupon it shall appear that a ma- .
jority of all the citizens in the State having a right to vote -
for representatives have voted at said special ele€tion *‘For
a Convention,’ the General Assembly shall; accordingly, at ;
its said next session after said ele€tion, make provision by
appropriate legislation for the calling and eleétion of a con-
vention, to consist of at least as many members as there are |
in both houses of the legislature, to be chosen in the same :
manner, at the same places, and at the same time that repre-
sentatives are by the citizens entitled to vote for representa-
tives, on due notice given for one month, and to meet within
three months after they shall be elefted. ‘T'he majority of all
tlfe citizens in the State, having right to vote for representa-
tives, shall be ascertained by reference to the highest num- .
ber of votes cast in the State at any one of the three general
eletions next preceding the day of voting for a convention,
except when they may be less than the whole number of
votes voted both for and against a convention, in which case
the said majority shall be ascertained by reference to the
number of votes given on the day of voting for or against a
convention.

SECTION 7. 'That it shall be the duty of the Sheriffs, or _
other officers to whom the ballot boxes used at said special
ele€tion shall be delivered for the purposes of this aét, to
keep tlie said boxes, and the ballots and the certificates and
tally-lists of said eleétion deposited therein, safely, until the
meeting of the General Assembly at its said next session after
the said eleétion, and to hold the same subjeét to the order of
thie General Assembly during the said session. )

Passed at Dover, March 31, 1891.
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CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT to provide Tickets for the Electors at the Election to be held
May 18, 1891, to decide for or against a Constitutional Convention.

Be it enalled by the Senate and House of Re;)resen/alives
of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met .

SecrioN 1. That the Clerks of the Peace of the several ricketsor
counties be and they are hereby authorized and direted to Spesiat

f . Election.
have printed on regular ballot paper, of a ptoper uniform Duty of
and convenient size, tickets for and against a Constitutional ol e

Convention, on or before the fourteenth day of May, A. D. jrintig ond
1891, and distribute them at the voting place of each hun- tickes.

dred or eleétion distriét.

ScrioN 2. That the Clerks aforesaid are hereby author- crerks to
ized to draw a draft on the State Treasurer to pay all neces- g draft

sary expense for paper and printing the said tickets and Ireasurer
. . for tickets.
the State T'reasurer is hereby authorized to pay the same.

Passed at Dover, May 8, 1891.
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TITLE FIRST.

Of the Jurisdiction and Property of the State; its Legis- |
Jation and Laws. ‘

CHAPTER 5.
OF SOVEREIGNTY AND JURISDICTION,

AN ACT to amend Chapter 448, Volume 18 of the Laws of Delaware
entitled “An Act in relation to the Boundary Line between the State
of Delaware and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” passed at Dover,
April 25, 188g,

Be it enacled by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, as follows:

Addidonal - SECTION 1. That the additional sum of two thousand
:Lo.l:ofsz.soo five hundred dollars, or as much thereof as inay be found to
pended an. D€ mecessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the
Saioe o Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended, for the °
the commis- purposes in the said aét mentioned, under the diretion of
" the Commissioners appointed under the said aét to which
this is an amendment and subjeét to the provisions of Sec.

tion 3 of said aét.
Passed al Dover, Jpril 27, 1891.

e

CHAPTER 6.
OF LIMITS.

AN ACT dividing the Brandywine Hundred West Election Distri¢t into
two Election Districts.

Prandywine D€ 1 enacled by the Senale and fouse of Representatives
hundred — of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met :

west election

siedimo  SECTION 1. 'That for the purpose of holding eleGtions for

iwosection State and County officers in* Brandywine Hundred West

*So enrolled.






