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PREFACE.

. IN the year 1797, an edition of the Laws of this State was pab-
lished in two volumes (1376 pages,) comprising the Acts of As-

sembly to that year inclusive. "T'he Acts of the subscquent years.
to 1805 inclusive, were bound in a thivd volnme of 399 pages ; and
. the Acts of the following years to Fanoary Session 1818 inclusive,

were bound in a fourth volume of 671 pages. A fifth volnme of
487 pages, and a sixth volume of 763 pages have since been bound ;
and 496 pages of a seventh volume have been published. A part
of the sixth volume and a great portion of the seventh volyme con-
sist of Acts-passed in the coursc of revising Acts contained in the
preceding volumes, ’

Soon after the binding of the fourth volume, the General As-
sembly directed their attention to the state of the Acts of Assembly.
These had become intricate.  'The law in force was to be gathered
from a mass, a great part of which was obsolete or had been re-
pealed or altered, On many subjects, it required great diligence
and care to search ont the Iaw, and skill to distinguish what was
inforce from what had becn annulled, varied or supplieds It was
seen, that every year wouald increase this evil.

The original design of the General Assembly was to procure a
Digest of the Acts of Assembly, ‘T'he plan of this Digest was un-
derstood to be—that the Acts should be arranged under pro-
per heads 5 the language pruned of redundancy ; and all parts
not in force omitted; so as to compress the laws into the least
practicable space, rctaining the useful and avoiding all useless
matter.  Upon examining this subject, with a view to execute the
intention of the General Assembly, it wasseen, that a part of thiy
plan (to wit pruning the language,) mmst be relinquished.  The
enacting clauses, unless declaralive, not entering into the con-
steuction, conld withont detriment be omitted 3 but unless the
very language « the provisions were retained, the book would be
of no authority andunsafe. Departing therefore from this part of
the plan and proceeding upon the rosidue, a Digest was preparved,
and at the session of 1824 was reported to the General Assembly,
far publication:

There wag however in this Digest, a great and essential defect.
The Acts of Assembly commenced in the year 1700 : and there
had never heen an entire revision of the law on any subject. 'Fhe

. manuer of legislation had been,—to {rame an Act supposed to con-

tain the proper provisions.  Ifexperience discovered a deficiency,
or change in circimmstances required an alteration, whatever was
wanted, was supplicd by sapplemental provisions. In this man-
ner, several supplementary Acts on some subjects were passed in
succession, The law upon a subject, thus consisting of an orig-
inal Act and several supploments, was on mauy poiuts a matter
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of construction ;"and to determine ita carefil comparison of all
the Acts was necessary. 1In this state of the Acts, a Digest could
only bave modificd the evil. o remove this, one plain measure :
presented itsell.  This was, torevise thé lawupon the subjects, on
which difficulty ecxisted, and, repealing the Acts occasioning the
embarrassment, iucorporate in a revised Act the provisions pro-
perto be retainned with other provisions requisite to supply any' de-
fects. Upon this measure, the General' Assembly in'1824 deter~
mined ; and in exccution of it several Acts were passed' at- the s¢s-'
sions in 1825, 1826, 1827 and 1829 - In the last session; this pre-.
paratory measare having been completed, ¢ an Act directing a new
poge 31 edition of the laws” was passed 3 and in pursuance of this'Act the }
present edition has beei published.. v Cn :

The object of the General Assembly, that this edition shall con-
tain the law, as it stands-in force upon our Acts of Assembly, has :
been carvefully observed. Sections amended have been publish- 4
ed, as amended. Acts and clauses not in force have been omit- i

\ ted, unless the publication has -been rendered necessary by 4
connexion with other matter, and then the law, as-it stands, has i
been stated or directly referred to : the instances are fow's-the
matter is plain. Sections as well as clauses, not' in force, have
been omitted entirely, withoat any notice : the numbers of such
gections not being inserted. But the sections in force retain their
original numbers : thus an Act consists of scctions 2, 8, 5,7, 12—
(pa. 104, 105) ; the other sections not being in force.  So of others.

The omission of the enacting clauses, unless declurative, is in
conformity to the original intention. These clauses, when decla-
rative, have been invariably retained 3 in no other case could the
retnining of them answer any uscful purpose. In respect to this
point, advice was received, upon which it was deemed perfectly
safe to rely.

o et e e 1

Under the title Banks, besides public Acts, are inserted certain
statements, in pursuance of the provision in this particular of the
Act divecting this edition. 'I'hc statements are included in brack- .
ets.

Several private Acts contain clauses imposing penalties. 'I'hese 2
clauses are vequired, by the Act divecting this cdition, to be pub-
lished. "They are collected undor a Titlo (pa. 425-~450, and pa.
639.) In rvelation to some of these, it ing been thought best to
make explanatory, statements : every such stateinent is included
in brackets.

"Many of the provisions of the Acts incorporating Turnpike
Companices, are strictly of a private nature. Other provisions of
these Acts are ol general concern and require publication, These
Acts appear to have been drafted, one from another or from the
same original ; so that thelaw for one company may be applied
to others 3 most of the companies being under the saine law sub- b
stantially, although there is an Act for each. In consequence,
{his provisiou——*¢ if there be in different Acts a cluuse substantially i
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the same proper to.be published, it need not be published in velation to
eacli Jct, but, may be connected with eich Act by slatement,” of ihe
et directing this edition—has been followed undér the Titley Twrn-

pikes (pa. 520—540.) - The st.ttemcnts thus made ave included in

brackcts o pawnthesns. pon e

The Acts in pAwT I1., \\Inch bogms 065, are local Of some of
these Acts, and of particular sections or clauses of othcrs, a sum-
mary-is published instead.of.the words. 'Fhe scctions or clauses,
of which a summary is giveu, are includcd in brackets.

n tlns part, under the TITLE Bmlrre, m~e special provnsmus con-

cerning particular bridges. Under the Trrve Bridges are: two

special Acts coucerning travelling over ccrtmn bridges in" New-
Castle county. Under the TrTLES—Rodds in New-Custle county,
Roadsin Kent county, Rouds in Kent- and Sussex, Roads -in Sussex

counlyy—are special provisions concerning particular poads in .

these countles,—tor laying out, altering, vacating, or erccting

gates in such roads. 'Fhe general.luw in rospect ’to roads and .

rulgcs, (whethes it regulates.the charges, the laying out, the re-

pairing, &c. cither throughouthe State orin particular counties) -

isin ranr I, under the TITLE, ROADS AND BRIDGES,

WILLARD HALL.
Nov, 10, 1.829.
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DECLARATION

OF

INDBPENDENCE,

In Congress, July 4, 1776.

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

WuEeN, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for propriety of
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected the Declars-
them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, o™
the separate and cqual station to which the laws of nature and of
nature’s God entitfe them, a decent respect to the opinions of man-
kind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them
to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident—that all men are created Unaficnable
cqual, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien- ;,‘ﬂ““; 0*;‘“"3
able rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of * “°P'® =
happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed ; that whenever any form of government becomes des-
tructive of these ends, itis the right of the people to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long cstablished

should not be changed for light and transient causes ; and accord-

ingly all experience hath sliown, that mankind are more disposed, —
to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But whena

long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the

same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute des-

potism, it is their right, it i3 their duty, to throw oftf such govern-

ment, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such

has been the patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now

the necessity which constrains them to alter their former system of
government. ‘The history of the present king of Great Britain, Absalute ty.
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in Mooy the o
direct object the establishnent of an absolute tyranny over these {io of great
States. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. Britain.

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and ne-
cessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass lnws of immediate and Recitation of
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, til his :;-";'r;:;’im’;';‘l
assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly on the part of
neglected to attend to them. He hias refused to pass other laws the British
for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those S7O¥"

people would relinquish the right of representation, in the legis-
" A
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Recitation of Jatupe—a right inestimable to them, and formidableto tyrants only.

tnjuries and
usurpations
on the part of

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, un-
comfortable, and distant from the repository of their public records,

the  British for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with lhis

grown,

—_———-—

measures.
He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing.
with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people.
Hec has refused for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause

others to be clected ; whereby the legislative powers, ircapable ol

annihilation, have returned to the people at large, for their exer-
cise, the state remaining, in the mean time, exposed to all the dan-
gers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States 3 for
that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreign-
crs ; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither,
and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lunds.

He has obstiructed the administration of justice, by refusing his
assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on lns will alone, for the tenare
ol their oflices, and the amount and payment of their sularies.

He has erccted a multitude of new offices, and sent hither
swarms of ofticers, to harass our people, and cat out their sub-
stance.

Hec has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, With-
out the consent of our Iegislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of, and supe-
rior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction for-
eign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws; giv-
ing his assent to their acts of pretended legislation :

For gquartering large bodies of armed troops among us :

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any
murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these
States

For catting off our trade with all parts of the world :

For imposing taxes on ns without our consent :

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended of-
fences

For abolishing the free system of Tnglish laws in a ncighboring
province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and en-
larging its boundaries, so as to render it at ouce an example and
fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these co-
lonies

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable
laws, and aitering, fndamentaily, the furms of our governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themnsclves
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

Ile has abdicated government heve, by declaring us out of his
protection, and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns,
and destroyed the lives of our people.

{Te iy at this time transporting large armics of foreign merce-
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