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T HE

CONSTITUTION

OF THE

~ United S'f;ytes of America.

.\.A: 4- . - N - '.;I - L

i o 4

WE the People of the United States, in order to form a more
perfect Union, effablifb. Fultice, enfure domeflic Tranqui-

« dity, provide for the common Defence, promote the gese-
ral Welfare; and fecure the Bleffings of Liberty-to-ouy
Jelves and our Pofferity, DO ORDAIN' AND ESTABLISH
this CONSTITUTION for the UNITED STATES
of AMERICA. -

* ‘ AR TICL-E L
: LL Legiflative powers herein oranted Legifative
SecTION 1. thall b% vef’cedpin a Congrcfsb of the Po¥
United States, which fhall confift of a Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives.

Sect. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be Of the Hou:
compofed of members chofen every fecond year by of ieprefenta.
the people of the feveral ftates, and the eleGors in each five
ftate fhall have the qualifications requifite for elec-

{.  tors of the moft numerous branch of the State Legif- S
& Jature, . '

No perfon fhall be a Reprefentative who fhall not .
have attained to the age of twerity-five years, and been f.L,'L“",f‘,ii;':J’,,f f
feven years a citizen of the United States, and who
fhall not, when elected, be aninhabitant of that flate
in which he fhall be chofen. .

Reprefentatives and direct taxes fhall be appor- Reprefentation
rioned among the feveral ftates whichmay be includ- and direét raxes,
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¢d within this union, according to their refpedive
numbers, which thall be determined by adding to the
whole humber of frée peifons, including thofe bound
to fetvice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not
taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The actual

firft meetingof the Congrefs of the United States, and
within every fublequent term of ten years, in fuch

Future ratio of manner as they fhall'by law idirect. 'Thé number of

Reprefenation: R eprefentatives Thall not exceed- one for every thirty
thoufand, bur each ftaté thall have at leaft one Repre-
fentative; and until fuch emimeration fhall.be made,
the ftate of New-Hampthire thall be entitled to chufe
three; Maffachufetts eight; Rhode-Ifland and Pro-
vidence Plantations one; Conréicut five; New-

Prefent ratio. Y Ok fix; New-Jerfey four; Pennfylvania ejght; De-
laware one; Maryland fix; Virginia ten; -North-Ca-

’ rolina five; South-Carolina five; and Georgia three.
When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from

Of vaeancies. any flate, the executive auchority thereof fhall iffue
writs of elefion to fill fuch vacancies.

Ofofficers, snd  The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall chufe their
peachment. . - ’
power of impeachinent. .

Ofthe Senate.  SEeT. 3. The Senate of the United States thall be
compofed of two Senators from each flate, chofen .b¥;
the Legiflature thereof, for fix years; and each Sena-
tor thall have one vote.

Of clffing e Immediately after they fhall be affembled in con-
Senaturs. fequence of the firft eletion, they thall be divided as

Senators of the firft clafs thall be vacated at %‘ﬂ expi-
rarion of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs'at the

U, expiration of the fourth year, and of the third clafhat
' the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one thjrd may
. be chofen every fecond Péar; and if ‘vdcangi®s hap-

P pen by refignation, or otherwife, during the »’(l‘;ég‘}fq:oi'
.\:W. the Legiflature of any ftate, the executive gger‘c;?gmay
i make temporary appointments until the n#xtfékting

ofthe Legiflature, which thall then fill fuch-vigaficics.
Quilifeation of ~ INO perfon fhall be a Senator who fhall not haye at-
Senators. tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years

o N ~ acitizen of the United States, and who fhall not when
Lo ’ elected

equally as may be into three claffes, The feats of the

enumeration {hal! be made within three yearsafter the -

power of dm- Greaker and other officers; and thall have the fole -
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elc&ed be an 1nlmb1tant of that ﬁatc for quch he
fhall. be chofen. , :
The Vice-Prefident of the Uhited Stat;cs (hall be Of the Vicé
Prefident of the Senate, but fhall’ have no vore, un- F refident.
lefs thiey be'equally. divided.
The Senate fhall chufe their other oﬁ‘icers, and alfo Of the officers of
a Prefident pro fempore in the abfence of the Vice-Pre- the Senate.
fident, .or. when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident
of the United States.
The Senite fhall have the fole power to try all im- of the power
peachments. When: ﬁttmg for that purpofe, they fhall t try impeach.
be on oath or affirmation. When the Prefident of the " .
United States is tried, the Chief Juftice fhall prefide :
and nq perfon fhall be convifted, without the con-
currence of two-thirds of the members prefent.
Judgment in.cafes of impeachment fhall not extend
further than to removal from office, and difqualifica-
‘gn to. hold and enjoy any office of honour, truft or
“profit under the United States; but the party con-
victed fhall neverthelefs be liable and fubje& to in-
di@ment, trial, judgment and punifhment, according
to law.
SEcT. The times, placesand manner of holding ofcicaions.
eleGions for Senators and Reprefentanves, fhall be
prefcribed in each ftate by the Legiflature thereof : but
the Congrefs may atany time by law make or alter fuch
regulations, except as to the places of chufing Sena-
tors,
The Congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every of e mecting
year, and fuch meeting thall be on the Grft Monday of Congrets.
in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a
different day.
Segr. 3. Each Houfe thall be the judge of the elec- orthe powersof
tlons, returns and qualifications_of its own members, ;“:a‘?fe“l‘“ re-
a majority of each f(hall conftitute a ‘quorum to peEy
C ':s'BLlf' nefs ; .but a {maller numbzr may adjourn from
2y ighday, and may be authorifed to compel the at-
e of abfent members, in fuch manner, and
ueh penalties, as each Houfe may provide.
Floufc may determine the rules of its pro-
% punifhits members for diforderly behaviour,
and with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a
member.
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Ofthe pubtica- — Tach Houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings,

ti nof the joure

aat. and from time to time publifh the fame, excepting
- fuch parts as may in their judgment require fecrecy ;

Lo e B e o
AN e T e e LT ©SESTT

on any queftion, thall, at the defire of one-fifth" of
thofe prefent, be entered on the journal, :
Ofstjourn-  Neither Houle, during the feffion of Congrefs,
ment. fhall, withoutthe confent of the other, adjourn for more
* than three days, nor to any other place than that in
which the twp Honfes fhall be fitting. :
Compenfations  SECT. 6, The Senators and Reprefentatives fhall
and privileses. recejve a compenfation for their fervices, to -be af-
certained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the
; United States. They fhall in all cafes; except treafon,
5 felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from ar-
. reft during their attendance at the feffion of their re-
{pe&ive Houfes, and in going to and returning from
the fame ; and for any fpeech or debate in eitheréoufe,
{ . they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.
[ Excufion from  No Senator or Reprelgntative fhall, during the time
- ;:Q‘;‘;;qj‘f“;:;_ for which he was eleéted, be appointed to any civil
» ven byofice,  Office under the authority of the United States, which
" fhall have been created, or.the emoluments whereof
fhall have been increafed during fuch time; and no
perfon holding any office under the United States,
fhall be a member of either Houfe during his conti-
nuance in office. 7
Ofrevenuebitts.  SECT. 7. All bills for raifing revenue fhall originate
in the Houfe of Reprelentatives ; but the Senate may
propofe or concur with amendments as on other bills.
Every bill which fhall have pafled the Houle of Re-
prelentatives and the Senate, fthall, before it become
Fomeaf pro. @ law, be prefented to the Prefident of the United
3 ceioginpaf- States 3 1f he approve he thall fign it, but if not he
i Fug bults. fhall return it, with his objeétions, to that Houie in
which it fhall have originated, who fhall enter the ob-
jections at large on their journal, and progeed to re-
confider it, i after fuch reconfideration, two-thirds
of that Houfe fhall agree to pals ghe bill, it fhall be
fent, tegether with the objections, to the other Houlfe,
by which it thall likewife be reconfidered, and if ap-
proved- by two-thirds ofi gthat Houfe, it thall become a
L law. Butin allfuch cafes the votes of both %Iogfes
T 1d
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thall be-deterininéd by yeas and nays; and the names
of the perforis voting for and "againft the bill (liall be
entered on the journal of each Houfe refpectively.
If any bill 'fhall not be returned by the Préfident
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it fhall !
‘have been prefented to him, the fame fhall be a law, :
in like manner'as if he had figned it, unlefs the Con«
grefs by'their adjournment prevent its return, in which
cafe it thall not be a'law. ’
Every order, refolution or vote to which the con- Orders Refolu.
currence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives " ©
may be - neceflary ((ex‘éépt‘on a queftion of adjourn-
ment) fhall be prefented to the Prefident of the' Unit
ed ‘States3 and before the fame fhall take effe&, thall
be approved by him, or being difapproved by him,
fhall be re-paffed by two-thirds of the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives, according to the rules and
limitations prefcribed in the cafe of a bill, '
Secr. '8.. The Congrefs fhall have power~— of Congetn,
To lay and colle¢t taxes, duties, impofts and ‘ex-
cifes, to pay the debts and provide for the com-
mon defence and general welfare of the United States;
but all duties, impofts and excifes fhall be uniform
throughout the United States: =~ °
To borrow money on the credit of the United
States:
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and
among the feveral ftates, and with the Indian tribes:
To eftablith an uniform rule of naturalization, and
uniform laws on the fubject of bankruptcies through-
out the United States:
To coin.money, regulate the value thereof, and-of
foreign coin, and fix the ftandard of weights and
meafures: ‘
* To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting the
fecurities and current coin of the United States:
Toreftablifh poft-offices and poft-roads :
To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts, @y
by fecuring for limited times to authors and inventors
the exclufive right to their refpe&ive writings and
difcoveries :
To conflitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme
Court?
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. To define and, punifh piracies and felonies commit-
ted on the high. feas,, and. offénces againft the law of
nations: - L
To declare war, grant letters of marque and re=
prifal, and make rules. concerning, captures on land
and water : C
_ To raife and fupport armies, but no appropriation
of money to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than
two years : ' ' .
To provide and. maintain a navy : o
To make rules for the government and regulation
of the land ‘znd naval forces: o
To provide for calling forth the milifia to execute,
the laws of the union, fupprefs infurréctions, and re-

pel invafions.:, ;
" To provide for organizing, arming, and difciplin-
ing the militia, and for governing fuch part of them
as may be cmployed in the fervice of the United States,
referving to the ftates refpectively, the appointment
of the officers, and the authority of training the militia
according to the difcipline prefcribed. by Congrefs :
Excufve Jorit. ' T0 exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes what-
dition of Con- foever, over fuch diftrict (not exceeding: ren miles
fquare) as may by ceflion of particular flates,. and the
acceptance of Congrefs, becomethe feat of thegovern-
ment of the Uniteg~ States, and 'to exercile like au-
thority over all places purchafed by the confent-of the
Legiflature of the ftate in which the fame fhall be, for
the ere@ion of forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards,
and other needful buildings: And
To make all laws which {hall be neeeflary and pro-
per for carrying into execution the foregoing powers,
and all other powers vefted by this conftitution in the
government of the United States, or in any depart-
ment or officer thereof.
Retvidtions on  SECT. 9. The migration or importation of fuch
the powers of perfons as any of the ftates now exifling (hall think
Cogieft. proper to admit, thall not be prohibited by the Con-
grefs prior to the yearone thoufand eight hundred and
cight, but a tax or duty may be impofed on fuch im-
Formrion, not exceeding Ten Dollars for each per-
on. .

. L
The privilege of the writ of babeas corpus thall not
' be

ey
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e fulpeHded; vinlels when irCafes'of tebelfich or'ins

vafion the public fafety may requireit.”
No bill of attainder orex pof fatu law fhall be paffed.
No capitation, or other directtax fhall'be laid, un-
lefs in proportion to the cenfis or enumeration herein
before direted to be taken. o -
‘No_tax or ‘duty fhall be laid 'eon articles exported
from any ftate.” No preference fhall 'be given By any
regulatibn of ‘commerce or revenue to the ports of one
flate over thofe of another; nor'fhall veflels bound to,
or from, one ftate, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay
dugies in abother. o
_,No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, but
in confequence of appropriations made by law; anda
regular ftaternent ‘and account of the receipts and €x-
‘pengditutes of all public money thall be publifhed from
time to time.  *
. No title of nobility thall be granted by the United
States: And no perfon holding any office of ‘profit or
truft under ‘them, fhall, without the confént ‘of the
‘Congrefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, office,
or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince,
or foreign ftate, - L D
.Sect. 1o. No ftate fhall enter info any'treaty, al-
liance, or'confederation ; ‘grant letters of marque and
reprifal ; ‘coin money; emit bills of credit; make any
thing but gold and filver coin a tender in‘payment of
debts ; pals any bill of attainder, ex pof faéto law, or
law impairing the-obligation of contradts, or grant any
title of nobility.
~ No ftate fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs,
. lay any impofts or duties on imports or exports, ex-
cept what may be abfolutely neceffary for executing
its infpetion laws ; and the net produce of all duties
and impofts, laid by any ftate on imports or exports,
‘fhall be for the ufe of the treafury of the United
States ; and all fuch laws fhall be fubje& to the revi-
fion and controul of the Congrefs. -No ftate fhall,
without the confent of Congrefs, iay any duty of ton-
nage, keep troops, or fhips of war in time of peace,
enter into any agreement or compalt with another
ftate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, f\_m~
' lefs

e

the powers of the
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tefs actually invaded, or in fuch imminent; ,_da.x;gc'r ag

-

will not admit of delay.

s

AR TI.CL.E He .

OftheExecutive  SECT. 1. The Executive power fhall be''vefted in a

power Prefident of the United States of America. He fhall
hold his office during the term of four years, and to-
gether with the Vice-Prefident, chofen for the fame-
term, be elefted as follows: . = S

of e mode Each ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the Le-

of Election,  giflature thereof may dire@t, a number of eleors,
equal to the whole number of Senators and Repre-
fentatives to which the ftate may be entitléd in"the
Congrefs : but no Senator or Reprefentative, or perfon
holding an office of truft or profit under the United
States, fhall be appointed an eleor. o

andprocestings  L'he electors fhall meet in their refpective ftates,

therein. and vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one ac
leaft fhall not be an inhabitant of the {fame ftate with
themfelves. And they fhall make-a lift of all the per-
fons voted for, and of the number of votes for each ;
which lift they fhall fign and certify, and tranfmit,
fealed, to the feat of the government of the United
States, direted to the Prefident of the Senate. The
Prefident of the Senate fhall, in the prefence of the
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, open all the
certificates, and the votes fhall then be counted. The
perfon having the greateft number of votes fhall be
the Prefident, if fuch number be a majority of the
whole number of eletors appointed ; and if there be
more than one who have fuch majority, and have an
equal number of votes, then the Hou(}é of ‘Reprefen
tatives fhall immediately chufe by ballot one of them
for Prefident ; and if no perfon have a majority, then
from the five higheft on the lift the faid Houle fhall in
like manner chufe the Prefident. But in chufing the
Prefident, the votes fhall be taken by ftates, the re-
prefentation from each ftate having one vote ; a quo-
rum for this purpofe fhall confift of a member or
members from two-thirds of the ftates, and a majority
of all the ftates thall be neceflary to a choice. Inevery
cafe, after the choice of the Prefident, the perfon

having





