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Wilmington in the 1870s or ‘80s as seen from
a pasture near Maryland Avenue. Courtesy of
the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Old Town Hall in the 1880s or 1890s. Courtesy
of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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James E. Kelly's sketch for his statue of
Caesar Rodney in Wilmington's Rodney Square.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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n March 1638 two small ships, the Kalmar Nyckel and the Fogel Grip,

sailed into the Delaware Bay. Filled with colonists, soldiers, and pro-

visions, these ships were part of a Swedish colonial expedition. Their

commander, Peter Minuit, had been instructed to plant a colony, New
Sweden, on a river called the Minquas Kill along the west bank of the Delaware
River, and to establish trade with the natives. They found a suitable landing place
on the Minquas where rocks projected from the bank, and they announced their
arrival with the firing of cannons. Indians appeared, aroused by the loud dis-
charge that shook the tranquility of their hunting grounds, and agreed to sell a
large parcel of land to the newcomers. The groundwork of European settlement
at Wilmington had been laid.

The Swedish colony was small and short-lived, but it left an indelible mark
upon the lands and waters it touched. The Minquas Kill, the canoe route by
which the Minquas Indians from the Susquehanna River Valley reached the
Delaware, was renamed the Christina in honor of Sweden's child queen. Along
its marshy banks the colonists built a wooden fort. In 1654 Peter Stuyvesant's
Dutchmen sailed down from New Amsterdam, laid seige to the fort, and
captured it. The west bank of the Delaware remained under Dutch control for
only one decade, though, for in 1664 the English conquered New Netherland.

Fort Christina fell into disrepair and eventually sank backinto the marsh. Its
general appearance was, however, preserved for future generationsin mapsand -
plans drawn by Peter Lindestrom, a Swedish engineer. After the fall of New
Sweden to the Dutch, most of the colonists remained on their farms. In 1698,
long after the dissolution of the colony, Eric Bjork, a Swedish Lutheran pastor,
came to the banks of the Christina and built a church that reunited descendants
of the old colony. Old Swedes, a small stone church building with a hipped roof
and high wooden pulpit, still stands in east Wilmington as a reminder of the
early Swedish presence in the New World. A A

In the course of the nineteenth century New Sweden was nearly forgotten.
The place that had once been the center of the colony became industrialized.
Railroad tracks separated Old Swedes Church from the Christina River. Factories
and warehouses engulfed the area behind the rocks where the Swedes had first
landed. In 1938 interest in the colony was revived when Swedes and Americans
celebrated the tercentenary year of the establishment of New Sweden. Members
of the royal family of Sweden joined President Franklin D. Roosevelt and other
American dignitaries in the newly created Fort Christina Park to dedicate a
statue of Swedish black granite depicting the Kalmar Nyckel, A downpour ofrain
and the sudden illness of the crown prince could not mar this reaffirmation of
good relations between the two countries so important at a time when Europe
was rapidly heading toward war. * ' 35
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Peter Lindestrom’s map, entitled “New
Sweden, or the Swedes River in the West
Indics,” shows the Delaware Bay and River in
1654. Fort Christina is at top right. Fort Trinity,
now New Castle, is downstream. The dotted
sections in the bay, marked “A,” are oyster
beds. Lindestrom published the map in his
book Geographia Americae. This copy is taken
Jfrom Amandus Johnson, The Swedish
Settlements on the Delaware (Philadelphia,
1911). Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The Kalmar Nyckel, commanded by Peter
Minuit, an experienced sailor and colonial
administrator, set sail December 31, 1637,
from Sweden and landed in Delaware in
March 1638. The ship returned to Europe later
that spring and subsequently made several
other journeys to America for the New
Sweden Company. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.
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To celebrate the tercentenary of the first
Swedish settlement in Delaware, world-
renowned sculptor Carl Milles fashioned the
Kalmar Nyckel in Swedish black granite. A gift
of the Swedish people to the American people,
the statue stands in a small park at “The
Rocks” to mark the spot where the Swedes
first landed. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Prince Bertil speaks before an audience that
includes President Franklin D. Roosevell, at the
ceremony dedicating the Swedish monument,
June 27, 1938. Courtesy of the Delaware Art
Museum.

Peter Lindestrom’s eye-witness map of Fort
Christina under siege by Peter Stuyvesant’s
Dutch fleet in September 1655. Notice that the
Swedes had located their fort so that water or
marshes lay on three sides. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Old Swedes Church, or Holy Trinity, as it
appeared in the late eightcenth century. The
church was built under the direction of pastor
Eric Bjork in 1698, and the south porch was
added in the 1750s to prevent the collapse of
a bulging wall. The hipped-roof, rectangular
construction was typical of colonial church
architecture in Delaware. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.
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Perhaps the earliest photograph of Old
Swedes Church, made by J. A. Maybin, a
professional photographer who worked in
Wilmington from 1868 to 1888. The tower and
belfry had been added to the church in 1802,
shortly after its dwindling Lutheran
congregation affiliated with the Episcopalians.
By the time this photograph was taken, circa
1870, the church had become Wilmington's
most venerable colonial artifact and single
reminder of the city's Swedish beginnings.
Benjamin Ferris had written of it in tones of
awe some thirty years earlier: “There stands
their venerable old church; with solemn
aspect, silently, but expressively bearing
testimony to the existence and piety of a
generation that has passed away forever.”
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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n 1681 Charles II granted the province of Pennsylvania to his Quaker

subject William Penn. Shortly thereafter, the King's younger brother,

James, Duke of York, ruler of lands in America captured from the

Dutch, added Delaware to the Quaker proprietor's possessions. A
combination of religious persecution and the desire for economic betterment
brought many English Quakers to the Valley, changing it from a frontier outpost
to a well-settled agricultural region capable of supporting the commercial city of
Philadelphia and several smaller towns, including Wilmington.

Modern Wilmington was planned by Thomas Willing in 1731, but the im-
petus for its growth came from a group of Quaker millers and traders led by
William Shipley, a well-to-do native of Leicestershire, England, and his wife,
Elizabeth Levis Shipley, a Quaker minister. According to legend, Elizabeth Ship-
ley dreamed that she would one day settle in a beautiful country where three
rivers flowed together. While living in Ridley, Pennsylvania, she occasionally
traveled to Delaware and Maryland to witness to her faith before Quaker meet-
ings. As she rode toward the confluence of the Brandywine, Christina, and Dela-
ware rivers she suddenly saw the land of her vision. Her husband, William, was
persuaded of the potential of the place, for in 1735 he purchased an extensive
property there and moved his family to the new town, then called Willingtown.

william Shipley saw Willingtown as a potentially important commercial
site, second only to Philadelphia in the Delaware Valley. Like Philadelphia,
Wwillingtown lay at the fall line separating the flat coastal plain from the hilly
piedmont to the west. The Christina River flowed through the plain and was
navigable for several miles inland. The Brandywine, by contrast, descended from
the hills where its rock-strewn waters developed considerable force useful for
turning millers’ waterwheels. These two very different rivers made the town
attractive to the farmers of the area, who needed a market for wheat, which was
their primary cash crop.

Thomas Willing laid out the town in slavish imitation of Philadelphia. Like
Penn's city, Willingtown was based upon the grid plan and featured a Market
Street that ran perpendicular from the Christina River, on which ships could
dock on fast land. Willing made no provision for town squares, so prominent in
Philadelphia, presumably because he could not imagine his town growing large
enough to need interior green spaces.

The town was hardly established before its inhabitants were engaged in
controversy. Willing had intended to build a market house near the river where
Market Street intersects Second Street, but William Shipley, his more wealthy
rival, moved quickly and built a wooden market on his own land at Fourth and




Market. The enraged citizens of the lower part ol the town conntered by building
on Sccond Street a more subsiantial hrick suructure that included a second story
meeting room and a decorative cupola. Petitions from both sides asking that
their market be given exclusive rights besieged the Pennsyivania proprietor, and
feelings ran so high that some of the rougher adherents of the Second Street
Market attempted to chop down Shipley's building with axes. Fortunately, the
controversy was resolved peacefully by a compromise that permitted each
market to be open for alternate market days.

The Tyman Stidham house. Stidham, a
Swedish barber-surgeon, was a major
landowner in the Wilmington area in the
eighteenth century. His house near the
present-day intersection of Fourteenth and
Poplar streets, photographed circa 1870 by
J. A. Maybin, has since been demolished. Thi
gambrel roof on the two-story portion show

English rather than Swedish influence.

Once the market house controversy demonstrated the need for municipal
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware

government, a large group of residents, led by William Shipley, petitioned the
proprietor for a charter. Their request noted that having purchased lots and built 1
houses "by the industry of these petitioners. . ., the said place begins to give the :
pleasing prospect of thriving and increasing. There being already divers houses ' 7 -
built. . .and the said river of Christiana, near which these improvements are :

made, hath a convenient landing place, the whole being well accommodated : -
with proper encouragement will prove a place advantageous for trade....”

(Ferris, Original Settlernents). Their petition was granted in 1739, and the town, -
henceforth to be called Wilmington, was to have its own elected burgesses . -
responsible for keeping markets and maintaining safety and order. : - -

The burgesses first met in 1740 in the second floor room of the Second Street ‘ ;
Market building. Their initial ordinance called for the erection of a "cage” on i : - =
Market Street just above Third Street for the confinement of prisoners who were ‘ N ; h .= - =
to be sent to New Castle, then the county seat, for trial. Nearby were those —_— . q - - T - !
additional accoutrements of colonial civic discipline, a pair of stocks and a : ! - —_ -. ' - 7 - -~ ‘
whipping post. !

In common with other towns, Wilmington held semi-annual fairs to attract ‘ . .
trade, but these were outlawed by the state legisiature in the 1780s because they ' . . , - — =
encouraged excesses of dissipation. Benjamin Ferris, an early nineteenth- ' ' ~ e LT W -
century Wilmington historian, recalled that at the fairs “drunkenness prevailed o .
to a degree that was shocking,—many were seen reeling about the streets, and .
rolling in the gutters;—the market houses, and other public places, resounded L z oz
with profane and indecent language;—gaming was openly carried on upon the i
stalls and benches,—and almost every tavern resounded, night and day, with the
sounds of fiddle and dance.” Fighters stripped to the waist engaged in fisticuffs
“until their bodies and the pavement under them were well covered with blood”
(Original Settlements).

In 1740, Wilmington'’s first year as a chartered borough, William Shipley and
a group of other traders built a ship, named appropriately enough The Wilming-
ton, which set sail on her maiden voyage to the West Indies laden with flour,
barrel staves, beef, and dairy products. A year later Oliver Canby, a Quaker miller,
left Pennsylvania for the banks of the Brandywine where he erected a gristmill
close to Wilmington. In the years that followed other millers, Joseph Tatnall,
Thomas Lea, and James Price, joined him. The Canbys, Tatnalls, Leas, and Prices
intermarried and formed a milling dynasty. They built over a dozen mills on
either side of the stream at Brandywine Village, which was located at the fall line,
where briskly flowing water from the hills met navigable tidewater. Brandywine
Village was connected with the main road to Philadelphia via a bridge along
Market Street. The millers constructed dams and races that directed Brandy-
wine water to their mill wheels. One of the races has survived to the present and
serves as the intake for the city water department.

Brandywine Village—with its substantial millers’ houses built of Brandy-
wine granite, large riverside mill buildings, shallops riding at anchor, copper
shops, and picturesque scenery—delighted visitors to Wilmington. Several
painters recorded the scene, and travel writers passing through the area never
failed to mention the mills. George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette
were both guests at the home of Joseph Tatnall, the patriotic Quaker who
allegedly told Washington during the Revolution, “I can not fight for thee, but I
can and will feed thee.”

Brandywine Village, although separate from Wilmington until 1869, was an
integral part of the town’s economy. The mills attracted the wheat and corn
trade that filled Wilmington's ports. At harvest time great caravans of wagons
came to the village from farmlands not only in New Castle County, but from
Lancaster and Delaware counties in Pennsylvania. Grain also reached the
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Brandywine in river shallops from downstate Delaware and New Jersey. At the
time of the Revolution the mills were among the most important in the country,
and Brandywine super-fine flour was internationally famous. When the British
attacked Philadelphia in 1777, one of their objectives was the Brandywine mills.
Following the Battle of the Brandywine, British and Hessian troops occupied
Wilmington but were denied the use of the mills to grind the grain they captured
because Washington had ordered that the mill stones be removed and hidden.

The half century following the Revolution witnessed expansion and im-
provement in Wilmington’s commercial life. The town’s population grew from
about 1,230 during the war to 8,450 in 1840. In the 1790s Oliver Evans, an inventor
from nearby Newport, Delaware, introduced his ingenious automatic milling
machinery into the Brandywine mills. Equipped with Evans’s conveyors and
other mechanical devices, the twelve mills were capable of grinding 400,000
bushels of grain each year with only a handful of workers. The millers took the
lead in funding other civic enterprises designed to increase their business. They
founded several banks and were the chief patrons of mechanics, millwrights,
coopers, and shipbuilders. They also built a series of turnpikes radiating from
Wilmington to improve transportation to the town, These toll roads were
covered with loose stones. Although they were wretched by modern standards,
they were a dramatic improvement over the muddy trails that had preceded
them. Most of the modern-day highways leading into Wilmington were once
turnpikes and are still called pikes, although they have long since ceased to be
toll roads. The major civic improvement of those years was a new town hall, built
in 1798 during the period of postwar optimism. Located on Market Street
between Fifth and Sixth streets, the town hall was an elegantly designed federal-
style structure whose cupola featured a clock, the gift of Joseph Tatnall.

By the 1840s, Wilmington was a town of about 10,000 people known for the
mill seats along the Brandywine, shipbuilding, and sailing ventures. An 1847
map shows that the area between the Christina and Brandywine was largely
built up between West and Walnut streets. Brandywine Village had become
virtually a part of the city, and the city had plotted many blocks of new streets in
anticipation of further growth. The grain trade, which had sustained the town
during its first century, was dying, however, the victim of new mills and farm
lands in the rapidly developing Middle West. Edmund Canby, a great-grandson
of Oliver Canby, remarked in his diary in 1834 that “every day seems to illustrate

the fact that millering as a regular business is done for here” (Edmund Canby
Diary).

As the flour mills declined in importance, some millers switched from
milling wheat to milling corn; others invested their earnings in local industry.
The days of Wilmington as a grain portwere nearly over, yet thecity’s position on
the Delaware River, its ability to generate venture capital, and its large force of
skilled workers in iron and wood combined to insure Wilmington a share in the
emerging industrial economy.

Landownership in Wilmington during the late
seventeenth century. The peculiar shapes of
the landholdings reflect the desire of each
purchaser to have waterfront property. The
railroad track is an anachronism added by the
nineteenth-century mapmaker. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Benjamin Ferris’ map of Wilmington in 1736
shows the locations of the buildings that were
standing at that time. William Shipley’s house
at Fourth (High Street) and Shipley streets and
his nearby market house are prominent, as is
Thomas Willing’s homage to Philadelphia’s
grid plan. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

rhe first Friends Meeting in Wilmington was
built in 1738 atop Quaker Hill, near the
intersection of Fourth and West streets. The
building soon proved to be too small for the
growing congregation and was converted into
Wilmington's first Friends School when the
Quakers built a new meeting house in 1748. It
was still in use as a schoolhouse one hundred
vears later when Benjamin Ferris made this
sketch. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Thomas West, an uncle of painter Benjamin

West, lived in this house at the northwest
corner of Fifth and West streets. The house

was demolished in 1883 and replaced by a row

of three brick residences. This house shows
several typical features of eighteenth-century
construction, including the Flemish bond
masonry and the pent-eve overhanging the
./'ir*sl_/'I()'()r'. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware.

21




The Simms house, northeast corner of Fourth
and King streets. Anather house typical of
those built in Wilmington by its Quaker
Jounders, this residence became Dr. Simms’s
pharmacy during the nineteenth century.
Simms, a Confederate sympathizer during the
Civil War, was forced to fly the Union flag in
his window. The house has recently been
moved to Willingtown Square on Market Street
as part of an urban renewal-restoration
project. Courtesy of the Historical Society of
Delaware.

This eighteenth-century dwelling on the
northwest corner of Front and Shipley streets
had a “beautiful flower garden surrounding it"
in 1800, according to.J. T. Scharf’s History of
Delaware. When the photograph was taken
during the Civil War period, the stable behind
the house was being used by the City Hotel
across the street. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.
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An unpretentious eighteenth-century house
built of clapboard with an English-style

gambrel roof. The house is alleged to have
stood on French Street near Second Street.

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.

The Bush house at Water and French streets,
overlooking the Christina River. In her
Reminiscences Elizabeth Montgomery
described this arca as “a beautiful square” in
the late eighteenth century. “The houses on
the upper side were elevated with a graceful
slope to the water, and from this open space,
covered with rich grass, there was a full view
of the shipping.” The Bush family were
prominent as sea captains and shippers for
over a century. Captain Samuel Bush, pursued
by the British on the Delaware River during
the Revolution, sank his ship to avoid capture,
then later raised her. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.
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“The Willows” home of Mary Vining, a famous
beauty of the Revolutionary era. Noted for her
wit and charm, she captivated both American
and French officers. She never married and
lived here during the 1790s, when her brother
John Vining was serving in the U.S. Senale. The
house was demolished in 1904 10 make way for
the DuPont Building. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library

The miller Oliver Canby built this house on a
hill overlooking the Brandwine in 1744. The
house remained in the Canby family for about
a century, when it was sold to Rt. Rev. Alfred
Lee, the first Episcopal Bishop of Delaware.
The house, which came to be known as
Ingleside, has been demolished and replaced
by an office building. Photograph of
watercolor from Henry Seidel Canby's Family
History; courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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Army movements around Wilmington during
the Brandwine Campaign, 1777. The British
landed at Elkton, shown at the lower lefl, and
marched through Newark and Kennett Square
to Chadds Ford, where they crossed the
Brandywine to approach their objective,
Philadelphia. Washington’s army was initially
positioned between Wilmington and Christiana

A millstone, once used to grind wheat and
corn al Brandywine Bridge. Photograph by
Frank R. Zebley; courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

Charles Wilson Peale’s dranvings of the
Brandywine flour mills in 1789. The mills were
constructed of stone taken from the
Brandywine. Courtesy of the American
Philosophical Society.

because the Americans belicved that the
British would cross the Brandywine at
Wilmington. Seeing the direction of the
enemy'’s march the Americans moved north
and attacked at Chadds Ford, but poor
organization lost them the battle. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Lea-Derickson house, Eighteenth and Market
streets. Built in the 1770s, this house was for
many years the residence of Thomas Lea, a
miller and son-in-law of Joseph Tatnall, the
leading miller of the day, who lived next door.
Old Brandywine Village, Inc., a preservation
group, bought and restored the house in the
1960s. It is presently leased to the Junior
League of Wilmington. Courtesy of Old
Brandywine Village, Inc.
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This twenticth-cemtury miller at Greenbank,
Delaware, still uses apparatus similar 1o
that used by the Brandvwine millers in the
1780s. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

- . “§.
’ ! — !
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The Brandywine mills looking upstream
toward Market Street Bridge, circa 1860.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The Joseph Tatnall House, 1803 Market Streel,
built circa 1770. The Tatnalls were hardly
settled when their house became a barracks,

[irst for American officers, then for British.

General Anthony Wayne established his
headquarters here before the Battle of the
Brandwwine. Following the war, Joseph Tatnall
entertained both Washington and Lafayette
here. Tatnall’s grandson, another Joseph
Tatnall, added the stucco facing and
balustrade during his long occupancy from
1841 1o 1895, Courtesy of Mrs. George
Winchester.
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Joseph Tatnall (1740-1813), the leading
Wilmington merchant-miller of the
Revolutionary War era. Although his Quaker
religion forbade him to fight, he patriotically
supplied Washington'’s army with flour while
withholding it from the British, thus gaining
Washington's friendship. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The John Dickinson residence was built by the
Revolutionary War period statesman in the
1780s at the northwest corner of Eighth and
Market streets. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.

. streets. Thomas was the son of William

The Wilmington Institute was constructed in
1861 on the former site of the John Dickinson
residence. Courtesy of the Wilmington Institute
Free Library.

Thomas Shipley House, Sixteenth and French

Shipley, Wilmington's founder. Thomas took |
over Oliver Canby's mill when the latter died I]
in 1754. The house, demolished in 1957, was |
probably built before 1770. Courtesy of the 'l
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Brandywine Academy, built in 1798, is now the
home of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, which has restored the first floor
as a classroom. The academy was the major
social center for Brandywine Village in the
early nineteenth century. Church services,
speeches, receptions and other events were
held there. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Market Street, or Brandywine, Bridge, the
fourth bridge on this site, was built in 1839.
Wagon caravans carrying wheat and corn wex
a common sight in the interior portion of the
bridge while pedestrians kept to the sides.
Earlier bridges here had rested on pilings in
the riverbed which were subject to destructio
during flood season. Millers’ houses on Nort
Market Street are visible in the distance. The
telephone poles help to date the picture
between 1878, when telephone service was fir
offered in Wilmington and 1887, when the
bridge was replaced by a steel truss bridge.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Captain Thomas Starr House, 1310 King Street,
built circa 1800, has the elegant lines of

['{:dcml-/)(:ri()d architecture. The captain

carried grain and flour to and from the mills
nearby. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.




Friends Meeting, Fourth and West streets. and wished to retain the separation of the
This, the third meeting house built by Friends from worldliness, were the majority in
Wilmington's Quakers, was erected in 1817. Wilmington. When the Orthodox Friends left
Shortly thereafter the congregation was rent the meeting in the 1820s, this building became
- : - ; : ; by dissension over the fundamentalist Quaker the Hicksite meeting house. The breech among
= . i : 5 Lo . teachings of Elias Hicks, a New York farmer. the Friends was not healed until 1945.

: The Hicksites, who opposed modernization Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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. Interior of the Friends Meeting. The Friends
Old Town Hall on Market Street above Fifth were called “Quakers” because George Fox,

Street, built in 1798, was Wilmington's city hall the English founder of the sect, bade them to

until 1916, when it became the headquarters “tremble at the word of the Lord.” They have

:{;?gg’;;f;i:éﬁi“:f?;q‘{; ggi?::m' This no ordained clergy and no liturgy, and their

“improvements"” that were made 10 the meeting houses are made as simple as

building in 1875. Courtesy of the Eleutherian possible. The division in the room was to

Mills Historical Lf’bmry .4 separate men and women, a common practice

! : in many protestant sects in the eighteenth and

early nineteenth centuries. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.




The Orthodox Friends constructed their
meeting house at Ninth and Tatnall streets in
1827. The meeting sold this building in 1913
and relocated. In 1945 the Orthodox Friends
rejoined the meeting at Fourth and West
streets. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Richard Richardson house, an example of a
colonial farm property near Wilmington.
Richardson built the house in 1765-66
Jollowing his marriage to Joseph Tatnall’s
sister Sarah. The building on the right was a
mill facing Mill Creek, probably built in 1723.

The Richardson family were important Quaker

The Blue Ball Tavern on Concord Pike, now
route 202, was typical of the inns along the
roads leading into Wilmington. Built circa
1800, it catered to travelers, principally to the
Jarmers, teamsters, and drovers who brought
their produce to be sold in the city. The tavern
took its name from the large blue ball that
was suspended on a pole to alert stagecoach
drivers to stop if passengers were waiting. The
Concord Pike was constructed in 1811 and
remained a privately operated toll road until
1911. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

In 1887 lawyer-historian Henry C. Conrad ! “ : 1 ] . . ——— R
purchased this property and divided most of P T S g s i 4 s - :

Brandywine Village in 1929; photographed by
J. V. Dallin. The mills are gone, replaced by the

Lo (SRR R
et | | {
B X
millers and farmers southwest of Wilmington. ) H "“"""I""“I =
car T 30 pp—

the grounds into building lots for a trolley
suburb called Richardson Park. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

B S 5 o : RES A : e 3 - city waterworks to the left and a power station

to the right. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The raw materials of the textile business,
cotton bales and workers at the Bancroft
mills, circa 1885. Courtesy of the Eleutherian

-
The Bancroft family in the parlor of their
home overlooking their mill, circa 1870, Y |
. - L |
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
v “ ‘ | —
\
’ . . . . ! |
The Bancroft mills ar their height in the carly ral s ‘
twentieth century. From the Civil War onward :',:"’ : | !
the company specialized in Jinishing cotton ":?i:‘.' . |
cloth to give it a semi-waterproofing for such .‘)"'-‘.5 ‘ .
uses as awnings, tents, and window shades. S ' P : k
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Advertisement for Thomas Gilpin's paper mill,

established in 1787, Gilpin introduced

continuous-cylinder manufacturing techniques

to American paper making. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Immanuel Episcopal Church at Seventeenth
Street and Riverview Avenue was built in 1883
as a mission of Christ Church Christiana
Hundred to attract non-Quaker English-born
workers at the Bancroft mills. Courtesy of the
Elcutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Du Pont powder mills along Brandywine Creck,
photographed by J. A. Dick in the 1920s,
shortly after the mills had closed after more
than a century of powder making. Notice how
the buildings are constructed to direct
explosions toward the river. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

A pencil sketch of Eleuthere Irénee du Pont
(1771-1834), who founded the Du Pont Powder
Company in 1802. Du Pont had studied with
Lavoisier in France before he emigrated to
America and set up his powder works on the
Brandwine. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Librarv.
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The Insurance Company of North America
made this map of the Hagley property, ncar
Wilmington in 1797 when the Dawes family
operated a flour mill and saw mill there. Five
years later the Dawses sold the property to

E. I du Pont. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The first Du Pont Company office building,
erected by E. I du Pont’s son Alfred Victor in
1837 a short distance from the familv's home.
From this building the du Ponts administered
their growing company until 1890. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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“Walker's Bank” in Henry Clay Village is typical
.o RN of the employee tenements built by the
-'1‘.,%‘! G N S du Ponts and other employers on the . :
T A, Brandywine. This building and Walker’s Mill, i P I |
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e S *‘,.';_(é by AT are now owned by the Eleutherian Mills-Hagley
X " 7y Wy %17., -)"" Lo Mus?‘um. The du Ponts chose the name “Henry
P i Ry S g t Clay” for their industrial village out of fervor
) ) ‘ T for the Kentucky politician who supported high
~ el = . - tariffs on imported manufactures. Courtesy of
= LT i the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. LA -
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Hagley cotton mill, constructed in 1814 in the
Jirst flush of American textile manufacturing
when British imports were halted by the War
of 1812. This mill, remodeled by the Hagley =
Museum in the 1950s, is now used as the . x e .
museum's principal exhibit building. Courtesy ' SoA o
of the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. - - it
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Eleutherian Mills, the residence built by E. I
du Pont for his family in 1803, overlooked the
powder yards. Du Ponts lived here until 1890,
when an explosion damaged the house
severely. In the 1920s Louise E. du Pont
Crowninshield moved into the house, which
she converted into a showcase for her
collection of American antiques. The
residence, now part of the Hagley Museum, is
open lo visitors. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

Father Peter Donaghy and school children at
St. Joseph's on the Brandywine, circa 1890.
The du Ponts recruited many of their powder
workers from Ireland, and, although not
Roman Catholics themselves, they were major
contributors to the construction of St.
Joseph's Church near the mills in 1841. In 1850
the church added a parochial school. Father
Donaghy, who served as its pastor between
1887 and 1893, was a native of Ireland and was
active in maintaining Celtic culture and the
Gaelic language among the American Irish.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Election day at Henry Clay Village, November
6, 1888. Voling took place at Sterling's store at
the intersection of Montchanin and Buck
roads. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Henrv Clay Village on the Brandywine. Two
textile mills, Breck’s on the left and Walker's
on the right, are in the foreground. The

du Ponts bought both mills in the course of
the nineteenth century. The white building in
the center is Long Row and behind it is Pigeon
Row, both workers’ tenements. The du Ponts,
like the Bancrofts, exercised paternalistic
responsibilities regarding their workers. The
company kept rents low but was in no hurry to
modernize their employees’ housing. As late
as the 1890s these buildings had no indoor
plumbing and housewives lined up at the
outdoor pump to get water. In the 1880s when
Henry Clay was connected by trolley to
Wilmington, some employees left the village (o
seek homes in the city. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Wives and children of Du Pont powdermen
often worked in the nearby textile mills. Pierre
Gentieu (1842-1930), a Du Pont Company
employee, took this picture in front of Walkers
Mill around 1890. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

Pierre Gentieu photographed the Tippecanoe,
Harrison and Morton Club on Breck’s Lane in
1888. The club members appear ready to
march in support of the Republican ticket
headed by Benjamin Harrison, grandson of
“Old Tippecance” William Henry Harrison.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Pipefitters in the Hagley Yard, circa 1905. ra
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical i

Library; from the “Delaware Remembered” / /,
exhibit, Delaware Art Museum, 1979. /

Rokeby Mill next to Breck’s Mill burned in
1906. These fearful people have removed the
possessions from their houses on Breck’s Lane

in anticipation of the fire's spreading.
Fortunately their homes were safe. The mill
had been in use as an experimental laboratary
Jfor the Du Pont Company. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

- -
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Alfred I. du Pont leading the Tankopanican cotton, was acquired by the du Ponts in 1852
Orchestra at Breck’s Mill while Pierre S. and was being used as a social hall for

du Pont plays piano. Other orchestra members employees when this photograph was made in
included both workers and du Pont family the 1890s. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills

members. Breck’s Mill, built in 1813 to spin Historical Library.
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Skaters on the Brandywine at Henry Clay
Village, circa 1900. Frank Zebley, a
Wilmingtonian, wrote of the village in Along
the Brandywine, “It is almost inconceivable
the great number of people who at one time
lived at the several banks along the
Brandywine, and Heaven help any city boy wh
ventured out there to pay attention to any of
the girls.” Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Pierre Gentieu's photograph of same fellow
powder yard workers, December 17, 1895.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The saltpetre refinery in the Eleulherian. Mills
Powder Yard. The Eleutherian Mills Residence,
home of du Pont family members, can _be seen
above. This area was totally destroyed in the
1890 explosion. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

N

The saltpetre refinery area following the
explosion of 1890. Thirty tons of powder
ignited in six deafening explosions. Fifty
houses were destroyed in the blast and
thirteen people died. The Du Pont Company
gave the widows of those blown " ‘cross the
crick” as powdermen said, a lump sum
pension of $500 apiece, plus $100 a year for
[ive years. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The Soda House, a storage building, was also
demnolished in the explosion of 1890. In
Wilmington, houses rocked and windows
broke. People rushed terror-stricken into the
streets. The impact of the explosion could be
heard as far as eighty-nine miles away in
Georgetown, Delaware. Philadelphians felt the
earth shake and thought that Wilmington had
suffered an earthquake. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

During the 1920s Louise Crowninshield and
her husband restored Eleutherian Mills as a
residence and, making a virtue of necessity,
used the ruins of the saltpetre refinery behind
the house as a decorative motif in their
ltalian-style garden. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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A test gun al the Du Pont Experimental
Laboratary, circa 1900. Even before the
company entered the chemical field,
experiment played an important role in its
work. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

The second office building constructed in
1890 near Eleutherian Mills. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Office workers keeping accounts in the second
office in the 1890s. The company quickly
outgrew this administrative headquarters when
the three du Pont cousins, T. Coleman,

Pierre S., and Alfred 1, took control in 1902;
the days of the company maintaining the
insulated industrial village of Henry Clay were
at an end. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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he railroad provided the major impetus toward industrialization in

Wilmington. The Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad

came through the city in 1837. The rails followed the west bank of the

Delaware River from Philadelphia, crossed the Brandywine, and par-
alleled the Christina through Wilmington toward the Chesapeake. The narrow
strip of land separating the rails from the river became prime industrial real
estate for foundries and plants building railroad cars, boilers, steamboats, and
yachts. By the 1860s Wilmington's largest employers were located there. The
Harlan and Hollingsworth Company occupied forty-three acres at the foot of
West Street, where they built iron ships and railroad equipment. Upstream at
Walnut Street, The Pusey and Jones Company built calenderrolls for paper mills;
riverboats for the Amazon, and ferries for'American waters. The Lobdell Gar
Wheel Foundry, the largest of its kind in the country in the nineteenth century,
manufactured iron wheels using a process called chilling, which inhibited the
wheels from shattering. The Jackson and Sharp Company, whose plantlayin the
shadow of Old Swedes Church, built railroad cars for the transcontinental
railroads and for such far-off places as Brazil and Manchuria. Trolley cars from
Jackson and Sharp could be found in the cities of Europe and South America as
well as in those of the United States.

Other industries clustered close by. Before the Civil War destroyed' its
southern trade, Wilmington was a headquarters for the construction of car-
riages. The city was also well known for its leather industry. Wilmington's
tanneries produced heavy leather belting as well as delicate morocco for ladies'
gloves and book bindings. The city stood second only to Philadelphia in the
United States for the manufacture of glazed kid.

Industrial development brought many changes to Wilmington. The popu-
lation increased more than 45 percent each decade between 1840 and 1890,
when its citizens numbered more than 60,000. Newcomers included black and
white farm folk from Delaware, Maryland, and southeastern Pennsylvania, and
immigrants from Ireland, Germany, and England. Gradually, distinctive neigh-
borhoods came into being. In general, the low-lying lands closer to the Christina
River contained rows of two- and three-story brick houses, the homes of factory
workers and their families. The higher ground to the north and west was
reserved for the more affluent. In 1864 Joshua T. Heald, a land' developer,

opened Wilmington's first horse car line. The tracks ran up Market Street from

the PW & B Station, turned at Tenth Street, and went out Delaware Avenue along
the crest of the highest land in the city. The avenue quickly became the most
fashionable address in Wilmington. The owners and managers of the city’s
industries built large Victorian mansions there, replete with stained-glass win-
dows, asymetrically placed towers and turrets, and elaborate brickwork.
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Market Street in the 1870s was a hodgepodge of old colonial houses and
modern commercial buildings. The city’'s two most impressive structures were
the five-story Clayton House at Fifth Street and the Grand Opera House. The
Clayton House, Wilmington's first hotel, replaced inns and taverns of a bygone
day as the principal site for banquets and parties. The Grand Opera House,
which opened the doors of its large auditorium to melodrama, minstrel shows,
and other entertainments in 1871, was designed in Second Empire gingerbread
and built by the Masonic Order. One hundred years after its construction, it has
been restored to its original striking appearance through a major community
effort. Once again the opera house’s exterior, cast-iron pillars gleam, and its
interior, formerly reduced to the status of a third-rate movie house, is the center
for a variety of cultural programs.

Railroad-car erecting and maintenance shops,
shipyards, and foundries crowd the banks of
the Christina River as seen in this pre-1871
photograph taken from a rooftop on Walnut
Street. Courtesy of the Historical Society of
Delaware.

Wilmington's largest firm’s advertisement in
the Wilmington City Directory, 1881-82.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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» KEEP CRANE & WATER’S UNDERWEAR.

PHILADELPILIA,

49,51, 53 N.EIGHTH ST

COOK & BRO.,

At Belt’s Pharmacy, 6th & Mar. :et, Physicians’ Prescriptions

50 . WILMINGTON CITY DIRECTORY.

i

T, B. SMITH, Treasurer.
H. T. GAUSLE, Secrelary.

S. HARLAN, JR., President.
J. T. Gausi. Iice-President.

ESTABLISHED IN 1836.
INCORPORATED IN 1567,

THE HARLAN AND HOLLINGSWORTH
COMPANY,

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE.
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Iron Steam Ships and Stcam Boats,

LAND axn MARINIE ENGINIS
AND DBOILERS,

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OI°

PaRLOR, DRAWING ROO0M, SLEEPING, I’ASS1N-

GER, BAGGAGLE, AND Mat, CARS or

EVERY DESCRIPTION.

. D. Pickels has the Latest Novelties in Flour, 407 King Street.
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Carpenler-shop workers at Eastern Malleable
Jron Company, circa 1905. Built in 1903 on

New Castle Avenue south of the Christina, this
was Wilmington's Iargesl_/'oundr_v. it emploved
2,000 workers representing many ethnic

groups, especially Poles and other Eastern II
Europeans who lived on the lower East Side
and in South Wilmington. In 1802 the Sunday
star quoted the complaint of a metal worker's
wife: “There are five of us—husband and |

and three little ones. He works in the steel
works, lifting, pulling, hauling all day. Soaked
with perspiration he is so tired when he comes
home. It is so hot in the steel works.... "
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The second depot built in 1881 by the

Pennsylvania Railroad after it had bought out

the PW& B. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills

Historical Library. ll
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The Wilmington and Northern Railroad, one of
several railroad projects planned in the
euphoria of the city’s economic growth during
the Civil War, opened as far as Coatesville in
1869. Its projectors hoped that they could tap
the Pennsylvania coal fields and make
Wilmington rival Philadelphia as a coal
entrepot, but the more powerful Reading
Railroad prevented the realization of that
dream. Colonel Henry A. du Pont of Winterthur
ran the railroad for many years as a small

Painters at the Jackson and Sharp Company |
l ¥ were sometimes called upon ta do specml.
orders. This one was for a traveling theatrical
troupe. Jackson and Sharp’s Delaware Car
Works was one of the largest car
manufactories in late-nineteenth-century
America. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills i
Historical Library.

3|

service line for the Du Pont Company and
other businesses along its route up the
Brandywine. In 1898 the W& N's old nemesis,
the Reading, bought it out and continues to
operate it as a branch line. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

)
YOO

Another highly skilled trade, much in demand
by the car and ship builders, was arn_umcnml
woodworking. This example, illustrating the
Delaware state seal, was made at the Jackson
and Sharp Company. Wilmington wqumen
decorated many privately owned railroad cars
and yachts for the rich and the fam'ous.'
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical

Y
Fo]
1=
’j‘

This close-up of the decoration for the Uncle
Tom'’s Cabin car shows the skills of the
painters employed by Jackson and Sharp. The
work is a bit amateurish, but these men were
car painters, not professional artists. Courtesy
of the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Library.

b0

17 =

J"dt 43 \\‘ré" :

.'I(w(\‘(‘\f".l.

=7

qggget

A% g

TRERITIXAIEFAEGE || T

71




Aview from the Lauitable Building at Ninth
and Market streets looking castward in the
1890s. ‘The Merrick carriage Jactory, built in
1865 at the height of Civil War demand for
wagons, is al right. The factory was among the
Jirst carriage manufactorics in America to use
slcam-powered equipment. The tower of Ezion
Church, Wilmington's largest black
congregation, is behind the factory. In the
immediate foreground is the James A, Bayard
house. Beyond it lies a working-class district,
Sactory smokestacks, and the Delaware River,
Avisitor to the city in 1887 recorded: “No one
can traverse the streets of Wilmington without
being struck with the recurrence of factorics
and buildings devoted to manufactures; you
meet with such buildings everywhere . . .and
the whirr of the saw and the clang of the
hammer is heard on all sides.” Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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William W. Pusey, treasurer of the Pusey and
Jones Company, at his desk, circa 1900.
Pusey’s father, Joshua Puscy, was co-founder
of the machine-making firm in 1848, Begun on
a small scale, by 1887 the company’s facilities
covered seven acres along the Christina River
and employed nearly a thousand men building
iron and steel ships and manufaciuring
castings. W, W. Puscy began his carcer in his

Jather's business as an office boy in 1861.

Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Car building at the Jackson and Sharp
Company in 1906. Cars were erected in
assembly-line fashion as early as the 1870s,
when a magazine writer said of this plant,
“First the visitor sees lumber in stock, a
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million feet of it; then, across the end of a
long room, the mere sketch or transparent
diagram of a car; then a car broadly filled in
and soon, up to the last glorious resull,
upholstered with velvet and smelling of

varnish. The cars are on rails, upon which they
move. . .as if by a principle of growth, the
undeveloped ones perpetually pushing up their
more forward predecessors.” Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

A, E. Bhoads and Sons leather factory, Third
and Orange streets. The Bhoads Company, one
of the oldest in America, was Jounded in
Pennsvivania in 1702 In 1867 the Rhoads

Jamily transferred their operations 1o

Wilmington because bark, the major tanning
agent, was more readily available here. Using
hides from the Chicago slaughterhouses, the
company specialized in cowhide belting. More
recently, the company was located on Bancroft
Parkway and Eleventh Street. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Jackson and Sharp cars for railroads and
trolley companies were loaded aboard gondola
cars for delivery. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.
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This newspaper advertisement for steamboat
service between Wilmington and Philadelphia
was published in 1819, five years after the
service began. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.

Mara, built by Pusey and Jones Company in

1896 for use on Lake Maracaibo in Venezuela. ~

Pusey and Jones built numerous steam vessels - '{
Jor South American clients, including boats - - -

powerful enough to navigate the treacherous l r
waters of the Amazon. Courtesy of the I I

Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

1

Steam vachts were another specialty of the
Pusey and Jones Company. ‘The Fmrose, shown
here, was constructed n 1906 for AW Rose
of New York. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

- A

A ferry boat under construction al the Jackson
and Sharp Company in 1922. Courfesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Wilson Line Dock, Wilmington, Del.
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Wilson Line dock at Fourth Street. J. Shiclds
Wilson, a shipbuilder, reactivated the
Wilmington Steamboat Company in 1882 and
built the Wilson Line into the premier shipper
on the Delaware River. In the carly days of the
company, revenues came from freight, but as
the railroads and trucks absorbed that
business, the company became known
primarily for its excursion cruises (o
Philadelphia and Riverview Beach, New Jersey.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Brandywine, designed by J. Shields Wilson and
built by Harlan and Hollingsworth Company in
1885, was the fastest propeller steamer on the
Delaware River and perhaps the fastest in the
world at that time. She beat the Pennsyvivania
Railroad’s steamers and thus established the
Wilson Line's ascendancy on the river. Her
1,000-horsepower engine made her an
excellent icebreaker also. When she retired in
1952, the Brandywine was the nation’s oldest
passenger steamboat still in service. Courtesy
of the Historical Society of Delaware.

Fron: and Walnut streets from the PW& B
car-shed roof, circa 1860. Tl.w steeple to the
right is that of Second Baptist Ch.urch at
Fourth and French streets, built in 1852. Next
is Central Presbyterian’s tower on King below
Eighth Street, erected in 1857, and lhc_n the
spire of Trinity Episcopal Church at Fifth 'and
King streets. The cupola of the town hall is
visible above the rogfs to the left. The variety
of building materials and s(}fles seems
surprising to a laler generation Sfamiliar with
the standardized rowhouses that became .thc
mode in the 1870s. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.
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Bird's-cye viess of citivs were a popnilar ari
Jorm in mid-nincteent-century Americs, 1his
view looking north from below the Christin
River shows the importance of the industrics
along that river to the city during the Civil War
years. The Harlan and Hollingsworth ship vard
and car-building facilitics are at the lower lefl.
The western edge of the cily is at about
Jefferson Street; Fourth and Market streets
are the heart of the commercial district,
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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A sheet music cover published in Wilmington
in 1853. Quaker Hill peaks at Fourth and West
streets, the site of the Friends Meeting House.

Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Trinity Episcopal Church, Fifth and King
streets, was built in 1829 by the congregation
of Old Swedes because that church was
deemed too far from the center of town. The
spire and porch were added in 1850, In 1882,

when the congregation constructed yet another

church at Delaware Avenue and Adams Street,
this church building was sold. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Asbury Methodist Church, Third and Walnut
streets, was the first Methodist church in
Wilmington. It was named for Francis Asbury,
John Wesley's most faithful itinerant minister
in America. When the church was built in 1789,
its congregation included forty-three whites
and nineteen blacks. In 1805 the black
members withdrew, incensed by the prejudice
of their white brethren who required them to
sit in the balcony. At that time Methodism was
subject to ridicule for the enthusiasm shown
by its adherents. Services were sometimes
interrupted by rowdies who threw snakes and
insects through the windows onto the female
side of the congregation (the sexes were
separated for worship until 1845). While newer
Methodist congregations adopted more staid
worship practices, Asbury remained true to
the emotional spirit of primitive Methodism
throughout the nineteenth century. As its
numbers grew, the congregation added to the
church building, obscuring its original

appearance. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware.

“2nd and Market streets in three
periods.”

Market Strect above Second is shown in the
early 1870s, very likely on the occasion of
President Ulysses S. Grant's visit (o the city on
February 3, 1873. Some of the buildings had
been replaced during the preceding quarter
century, but others are little changed from the
1840s. The bank building has been rebuilt, but
the hotel is much the same—although its sign
is no more. Morrow's grocery is also in a new
and much larger building with a brownstone
Jacade capped by a heavy, ornate cornice.
Awnings arc more in evidence, and the total
visual effect is less pleasing due to the
expanded telegraph lines, the greater use of
advertising, and, especially, the lack of
harmony among the buildings themseives as
Victorian styles intermingle with colonial
structures. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware.

A rare daguerreotype, truly a window into a
past world, shows the west side of Market
Street between Second and Third streets in

the late 1840s. The telegraph pole indicates
that the picture was taken after 1846, when the
nation’s first telegraph line passed through
Wilmington. To the right of the telegraph pole
is the Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine
located at the corner of Second and Market
streets. The bank was designed in federal-
period style with a handsome fanlight over the
main door. The four-story building in the
middle of the picture is the Washington
House, a hotel built in 1785 and originally
called the White Hart. Although it is obscured
here, sources indicate that a picture of George
Washington graced the sign in front of the
hotel. Washington Jones Dry Goods store, two
doors above, advertised itself in the 1845 City
Directory as the place “where may be found
always on hand an extensive assortment of
silk, woolen, linen, and cloth FANCY and STAPLE
DAY GOODS suitable for every season.”
Morrow’s grocery, which still appears in the
photograph from the 1890s, was to prove the
most long-lived of the businesses on the block.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Market Street between Second and Third as L . \ ! \i
seen from Second Streel in the early 1890s. 7" ' : ‘ \ ‘ Lo
The National Bank of Wilmington and = . | \ ' 1 5
Brandywine has a new third-floor front, put on - \) i ‘ ' l ! i
in 1884. Its neighbor, Huber’s Dry Goods, has ' 4 i - \
added a mansard roof to make an 1800 . LI ‘ i
building look like it was built in 1880. 1 » !
Surprisingly, the old hotel still looks the same ~ 1 . ’ .
as in the 1840s, except for its modern cornice. \ b * ‘
Tall telephone poles now dominate the . I \
sidewalk. The picture can be dated by the ~a ) , F
Adolph H. Sommers shoe store, which, ~ . t o
according to the city directory, was at this hd ” — 1 l r
location for only two years, 1892 and 1893. K ~ L o ! L
Courtesy of the Historical Socicty of Delaware. I - i Tre- ‘Vl . J i
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Samuel Hilles says of his grandfather’s home
in a family memorial published in 1928 thay
= “the yard was notable for the number and
variety of trees and shrubbery.” This view
Jrom behind the Hilles houses looking across
Rodney Square toward the Du Pont Building
epitomizes the changes that were overtaking
Wilmington in the early twenticth cenltury.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware,

G

FPainting by Thomas U, Walter depicting
Brandywine Springs southwest of Wilmington
in 1833. The large hotel, opened in the 1830s,
could accommodate 300 visitors, was built by
Phl'[adelpliia and Wilmington capitalists on the
site of a natural spring that was reputed 1o
have health-enhancing qualities. The investors’
hopes for high profits were dashed by the
panic of 1837, followed by a change in public
laste away from spas and toward ocean
resorts, such as Cape May. The hotel fell into
disrepair and was replaced by an amusement
park in the 1890s. Today Brandywine Springs
{s a much-used county park. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.
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The Hilles houses, northeast corner of Tenth
and King streets. EIf and Samuel Hilles,
Quaker schoolmasters, built this double house
in 1818 as both their residence and their
boarding school for girls. Eli later became the
[first superintendent of Haverford College, and
Samuel was the first superintendent of the
Wilmington Board of Education. Samuel’s
daughter Gulielma nursed John Greenleaf
Whittier there in 1840 when the New England
poet fell sick while visiting at the Hilles home.
He repaid her kindness with a verse that ends:
“I shall not soon forget this care of thine,/And
ever for thy highest welfare pray/Young
matron of a week on Brandywine.” Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The Hilles houses from Tenth and French
streets, circa 1914. Once a row of stables for
the big houses facing King Street lined this
block of French Street, which had deteriorated
into a slum. The brick house in the center had
a variety of inhabitants over the years from
dressmakers to undertakers. The Hilles
brothers reportedly used their stable as a
hiding place for escaped slaves in the pre-Civil
War years. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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Two Presbyterian churches on Market Street 4 . ‘ ’ i
between Ninth and Tenth streets, built one oo ‘ T
hundred years apart. The 1740 church was e’ : o
maoved 1o its present location along the : RN o L PN Lo
Brandywine at the foot of West Street when ; T Co \ oo F
the Wilmington Institute Library was built on o g W, Y . BV ¥
its original site following World War I, The i w 3 T ' .
1840 church was demolished during the 1920s R £ = - v
1o make way for the expansion of the . o~
Delaware Trust Building. The congregation ’ ’
then merged with that of Central Presbyterian
to build a new church at the northwest corner
of Eleventh and Market streets. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

[TV

The Judge Gray House, Fourteenth and Market
streets, demolished in the 1970s 10 make way 1

-

Jor a parking lot, was the last of four gracious ! ! i - o ‘
early-nineteenth-century houses that once | . . . teE - . -
oceupied the block. Each was the home of a ) ’ YT W 1 !
child of James Price, a wealthy miller. George . A

Gray, a jurist, lived here while he served as - = - T

|
US. Senator from Delaware in the years 1885 I
to 1899. Courtesy of the Historical Socicty of I

Delaware.
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Edward W. Gilpin, chicf justice of Delaware
Srom 1857 until 1876, lived in this frame house
on Delaware Avenue between Madison and
Adains streets, later the location of )
Wilmington High School. Gilpin wais i Whig in
politics and a leading member of the
Swedenborgian Church. His house was
described by fellow jurist Charles B. Lore:
“Standing in the center of a large lot ‘
surrounded by stately trees of llmj(l({:ge s own
planting, it seemed quite out of town.”
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Swedenborgian Church, located at the

intersection of Delaware Avenuce, Eleventh and
) o B Washington streets, was built in 1857, It was

‘ i : subsequently moved to Pennsylvania Avenue

and Broom Street in 1917 when Delaware

Avenue was widened. The statue of President

Garficeld has been moved 1o an obscure

i

\,] location at Concord Avenue and 'I\ven'ly-lhird
¥ Street. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
3y Historical Library.
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Taylor and Jackson's Academy, built in 1857 at The County Almshoys'e, Third and Broom L , oy s i
Eighth and Wollaston streets, was typical of, streels. In 1785 Chrl:sllana Hundred, x.vthh 4 /‘*"-- s
the academies that offered boys both practical then included Wilmington, bought this i, g "7
and humanistic training in the days before property and erqqled an almshquse because by ',/f'/./‘/"1
1871 when the city established a public high the county had failed to deal with the problem i

of indigents. Thus shamed into action, New

school. The academy became a public sct
) elciedook Castle County bought the facility in 1791 and

in 1875 and was later replaced by a larger

school building. Courtesy of the Eleutherian operated it until 1882, when a new almshouse
Mills Historical Library. was constructed at Farnhurst. Long a

prominent feature of Wilmington’s skyline, the
old almshouse took in the insane, the old, and

The Draper House, 1101 Market Street, the destitute, as well as persons suffering
photographed in the 1920s before it was razed from contagious diseases. As the city

and replaced by First and Central Presbyterian expanded westward, the almshouse’s existence
Church. The house, built in 1850 by physicians was viewed as an annoyance and an obstacle
James W. and John A. Thomson, was in the 1o urban growth. Couriesy of the Historical
classical revival style, complete with a portico Society of Delaware.

supported by Doric columns. Dr. James A.
Draper (1835-1907), a prominent physician,

; ; A : A ) S,
later lived here. The John Merrick house, now Wilmington in the early 1889s, showing the LG g &5
the Wilmington Club, is visible to the right. city's optimistic plans for expansion toward Wi
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical the eas!, .soulh: and_\t'es{. Cou'rlesy of the
Library. Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

RieaNmwisy -
VLA ’

1 o
} l . 1 T p ] '
” ‘ - ' N SN 1 SN
" ~ TN n ._]UEE(:"_‘J‘___TE"?' bt |
\ a EIENT AN j
. _\,\‘_ | ,. b | l | ;‘T\rg—:}—g_‘!él—;ﬁl‘ ] 3
| ‘ L A e R ARy I
s | A O =S T S I T O s T T PR
Wy o o e R T !
» N S S R e P ] T L N |
Ul" - D L e SR HARE S, o e [

q;ﬁmm?’:}lﬁ l B~

4

EL:'

' 74 - > |
S N
= . , RN ~
= — \ _
- 1

SERES
gL

EEEER 1)

L

L.

L
I

93 |




Ingleside, the old bishopstead overlooking the
Brandywine from Fourteenth Streel, was the f
house that Oliver Canby, the miller, built for

himself circa 1740. A century later Canby's

descendants sold the property to Episcopal e

Bishop Alfred Lee, who added the Victorian W ¢

gothic gables. In 1887 when Lee died, the ] A,
diocese bought the house and made it the Ca

official bishop’s residence, adding the chapel
at right. It was demolished in the 1950s 1o .
make way for an office building. Courtesy of . . ’ c .
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. ' '
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The Wesleyan Female College was built in 1837
at Sixth and French streets as a Methadist
institution to train girls for work as
missionaries. In 1883 the German Library
Association and Saengerbund bought the

college, which came to be known as German Lo ’g{fﬁ
Hall. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills A
Historical Library. n o
%
¥ b .
A rare view of Wilmington, taken circa 1865, . p il ? o
looking cast from the hill above Jackson Street ! "

in the vicinity of Eighth Street. Notice the . .
Jarm fences and haystacks in this area that Tl Fowin e

was about to be absorbed into the growing : ': :':4

city. Courtesy of the Historical Society of -l )
Delaware. . o =
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Members of the Water Witch Fire Company,
located on Shipley Street between Fifth and
Sixth streets, proudly display the steam-
powered fire engine purchased by the group
in 1860. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Two volusueer fire: companies race (o a fire in
this watercolor by D James Morgan.
Wilington had numerous volunieer
companies located throughout the city. Their
combined political power kept the city from
adopling a professional force until 1920, when
the insurance industry convinced the city of
the need. Anna Lincoln, in her Wilmington
under Four Flags, recalled that “old residents

of Wilmington remember well the rivain
benwveen the fire companies in the old days,
The pride and cagerness 1o be the first 1o
throw a stream of water on a fire resulied in
Jights and damage. . . .While the men Sought
and struggled, the fire gained headway and
sometimes the building which might have beey
saved was utterly destroyed.” Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

. |IT‘ |I I
I o)

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Eighth and
Shipley streets. Originally built in 1829, it
burned in 1840 and was immediately rebuilt.
in 1853 when the building was enlarged the
Tuscan-style tower was added. Photograph by
Clayton Adams.

William Poole Bancroft (1835-1928),
philanthropist son of Joseph Bancraft, the
textile-maker. William grew up amid
accumulating family wealth in a hardworking,
pious, Quaker environment. His formal
education ended at age fifteen when he went
to work full time in his father’s mill. William P.
Bancroft's philanthropic endeavors in
Wilmington were numerous and carefully
planned. Known as the father of the city’s park
system for his generosity in giving Rockford
Park to the city and his role in securing
Brandywine Park for public use, he was also
responsible for building “Bancroft Flats,”
model workers’ housing on Union Street.
Bancroft also provided the endowment that
allowed the Wilmington Institute to become a
Jree public library in 1892. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

The Wilmington institute, northwest corner of
Eighth and Market streets, was constructed in
1861. An amalgam of several literary, library,
and debating societies, the institute was a
major cultural influence in Wilmington. Its
library formed the basis for the present
Wilmington Institute Free Library’s collections.
Its rooms were opened for lectures and public
meelings. William S. Hilles, the institute’s
president in 1862, proclaimed its purpose “to
encourage a taste for reading and mental
culture in a community probably more
universally . . .occupied with industrial pursuits
than any other on the continent. . ..” Courtesy
of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Christmas greens decorate the perfumes table
at the Grace Church Fair, held in the
Wilminglon Institute on December 16, 1865,
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.

GRAND
REVIEW

oF THE ~c

Returned ‘TVetei'iihs, '

PHILADELPHIA,
SATURDAY,

oJNE 10th, 1865.

g L -,

Te it Gom oling a3 ppectcally of witsmdap G Onod Barlew, (e

STEAMER ARIEL

Wil Icqve Pbiladelphia oc *aigrday at 5 o'cleck, P, M.
Ianoad o the camal Lour. Thers will bo , sbumdly 1000 of o7 brave wilers la Ue Laa
2 s et oy i 30 reclawed by 'lis Preidans, Bamiuy of W, Guganls Orus,

Tearmasn, sad phon
Excursion tickets from Wilmlogton, 80 ctn.
" - N Chestor 40 cte.

The Ariel leaves Wilmingtan nt 15.30, and Chester
at 7.45 A. M.

June pab, (483,

Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The Wilmington Daily Commercial, the city's
Jirst daily newspaper, began publication in this
office on the southwest corner of Fifth and
Market streets in 1866. In 1877 the paper sold
out to the Every Evening. Samuel H. Baynard
then bought this property, razed the building
and constructed a jewelry store in its place.
Courtesy of the State of Delaware, Division of
Historical and Cultural Affairs.
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Attaching the spire on Grace Methodist
Church, northwest corner of Ninth and West
streets, in 1865, Grace, the largest, mos!
expensive church building in the city at that
time, was constructed of green scrpentine
stone from West Chester, Pennsylvania, in the
then-popular gothic style. The church was
intended as a memorial to the centenary of
Methodism in Wilmington and as a thank
offering that the city had been spared from
Confederate occupation during the Gettysburg
campaign. Courtesy of Grace Methodist
Church.
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The Second Street Market House, built in 1876
to replace earlier markets. The site is now a
parking lot. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills i

Historical Library.

cpe Ll
T

The Tilton Military Hospital, Ninth and Tatnall
streels, was built in twenty-five days in 1863
and torn down soon afler the Civil War ended.
The director of the hospital was a
Wilmingtonian, Anna Semple, who served in
the US. Sanitary Commission, precursor to the

Red Cross. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

King Street looking south from Eleventh Street
at the turn of the century. The house on the
left was once the residence of George Read
Riddle, Democratic-congressman and senator
Jrom Delaware in the 1850s and 1860s. The
block was razed in 1913 to make way for the
City-County Building, Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

willard Hall (1780-1872), father of public .
school education in Delaware. Hall, born in
Massachusetts, grad‘ualed from Han’a./*d
College before seekms a legal career in N
pelaware. A Jeffersonian Democ_rat, he was
appoinled to the federal bench in 1823 by
President James Monrog. In 1829 Hall wrote
the bill for the state Iegzslalur‘e that gave
pelaware its first public .school s.yslem. He
continued to play an active {"ole in the -~
promalion of public edU(.:allon throughout his
long carcer. He was prestdenl. of the ‘
Wilmington Savings F‘unc.1 Society from its )
inception in 1831 until ’.HS d{zalh. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Located at Walnut Street between Twelfth ar?d
Thirteenth streets, Number § School was built
in 1876 for less than §12,000. The school board
described it as “free from all unnecessary
ornamentation within or wi!houl.". It contained
eight classrooms; drinking fountains n_nd wash
basins were indoors, but the four latrines were
in the rear vard. Photograph by Carol E.
Hoffecker.
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Completed in 1871, Number 1 Schqol on
French Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets
! S was the city’s first public high school. It
' contained three large rooms for study and
< recitation, six classrooms, a science room, and
the superintendent’s office. Photograph by
Carol E. Hoffecker.
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Joshua . Heald (1821-1887) was Wilmingion’s
chief land developer in the 1870s and '80s,
Born into a Quaker farm family near
Hockessin, Delaware, Heald (;;u"nc to
Wilmington to seck his fortune. In 1864 he
Jounded the Wilmington City Railway, a
horsecar line, 10 assist in the sale of a client’s
residential property along Delaware Avenue,
He was an eager booster of the city, a Jounder
of its board of trade and president of the
Wilmington and Western Railroad. Heald
.'Slr(:el near the Christina River recalls his
involvement in land development schemes in
the eastern part of the city. His last
development was the Highlands near Rockford
Park. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Brandywine Methodist Church, Twenty-second
and Market streets in 1932, Revival m-eelings in
Brandywine Village sparked the Jounding of
this church, which was constructed in 1857,

Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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St. John's Episcopal Church was built at the
intersection of North Market Street and the
Concord Pike in 1857 on the site of the
notorious Green Tree Inn, long a hangout for
the Brandvwine Village coopers. Alexis 1L

du Pont, youngest son of the powder company
Jounder, was the major contributor to the
church. To design the church, du Pont chuse
John Notman, a prominent Scottish-born
Philadelphia architect noted for his usc of the
gothic revival style. Du Pont died in a powder
explosion before the church could be
completed, but his wife Joanna carried on the
work. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

The Wilmington City Railway car barn at
Delaware Avenue and Du Pont Street. When the
horsecars began operating in 1864, the line
went from the PW& B Railroad depot to this
location, the end of the line. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

103




Looking south on West Street from Ninth N
swreet. The Gillis house is visible to the
i 1 ] lephone pole. . ‘
immediate right of the te . N/
Following the construction of Grace Methodist Fh o,

N ’,

Church in 1865 (whose iron fence can be seen " \1\ M‘/
at right), West Street becam.e afash:on.able \y,; P
address. It was one of the first p[a.ces in B X r‘
wilmington where houses were built with ﬂald " T a )
roofs, set back from the street and decorz_zle “:;,}; i 3
with cast-iron ornamentation. In the nventieth | b

" century the street was widened to &, o,

| accommodate automobile lm[ﬁc':, and the ;“ ] »
rows of trees that once Shﬂd(?d it were t }w ) LJ; L
destroved. Courtesy of the Historical Society if -4 .\1 \

by ' L
of Delaware. !ﬂ--‘—?i o

Looking west on Delaware Avenue from Broom
Street at the turn of the century. Henry S.
Canby, who grew up in this neighborhood, -
wrote in The Age of Confidence, “Here was a
Gods plenty of architecture. Brick boxes of the
seventies with cupolas or mansard roofs and e
porches screened with graceful scrolls of' iron -~
work....” Courtesy of the Historical Sociely
) of Delaware.

A g
| T |

Commodore John P. Gillis on the porch of his
residence, 807 West Street, in the carly 1870s.
The commadore was born in Wilmington in
1803 and entered the navy as a midshipman in
1825. He served in the Mexican War and
accompanied the Perry expedition to Japan. At
the beginning of the Civil War he commanded
the steamship Pocahontas, which rescued the
garrison under Confederate blockade at Fort
Sumter in April 1861, Following the war he
retired to Wilmington, where he died in 1873,
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.

‘
The Soldiers and Sailors Monument, Delaware L ,
Avenue and Broom Street, consists of a - s -~ o z .
column capped by an eagle killing a serpent, w SEE g N . . .
The monument was dedicated May 30, 1871, j o i p ; —i r l |- q-= . ERE

by General 0. 0. Howard, director of the -

Freedman’s Bureau, a federal agency for ] ‘ a ‘ e Pl
assisting the freed slaves. Wilmington’s : L o - 1 | N o - L. . ‘
Howard High School was named Jor the H % - ! g \ : ) - s T

general. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Rl : 3 — - i mmemdbl o

Historical Library. I
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Forthe Delaware Gazilie. -_— ‘ - '
Celebration of &5t. Patrick’s Day . \ :
in Wilmington. | N ~ —— «

The third celcbration of the anniversary of 7\ | l L 1
Ireland’s  patron saint by the “Friendly Sons | | Ao |
of St. Patrick, took plice in this city ¢cn Thury. . ‘ S |

day evening; the 17th iast. - The large lecture |

room ‘of Institute Hall was neatly and tastetully s ] \
decorated ‘with American flags, promincnl

nmnong which  was the green flag of Ireland,
represecting an  Irish harp cnecircled with a
wreath of ghamrocks and emblizoned with a) |

representation of the rising sun, having oan the I i
top the inscription «“The Friendly Sous of St , \ ]
Patrick.” A banner with a life size portrail 4
of the 1mmortal Washiogton standing between ‘ '
the shield of hig cowntry and the harp ever hal- L = |'|‘
towed by Irishmen, occupied a congpicuous 3k L “1
place on the front of the platform with the ‘ y 2 | !
beautiful motto —“The starry gshiald of Wash-| | ' A “ |
ington.”—¢“The hope of the harp of lirin,” neat- . : ;~‘
ly inscribed underseath. l | \
Oa three large tables extending the whole | \
The growing Irish presence in Wilmington is ‘ : t ‘
clear from this article from the Delaware l : : ‘
Gazelle in 1856. Courtesy of the Historical “ “ \ N ‘ \&‘
Society of Delaware. \ C 1
The cornerstone of St. Mary's, the city’s 1 i \
second Roman Catholic church, Sixth and Pine |
streets, was laid in 1858. The east side church
was consecrated by Bishop, now Saint, John ) \ "
Newmnan of Philadelphia. In 1866 the ONF -
congregation built a parochial school next lm |
door. Two years later when there were already i ‘
3,000 Roman Catholics in Wilmington, mostly l I ] ] }| e
Irish, the city was made the seat of a diocese. ' P j} A —_— |
Photograph by Clayton Adams. I' \ 1 : = » !
, ' ] - -
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The Holly “Tree Inn at Water and Market
streels. A project of women's temperance
workers in the 1870s, it operaled as a
lunchroom where only nonalcoholic heverages

were served. Courtesy of the Historical Society

of Delaware.

The Clayton House, Wilmington's premier
hotel, is shown all decked oul in September
1899, when it hosted the convention of the
Municipal Elcctricians of the United Siates
and Canada. Built in 1873, the hotel had 105
rooms, cach with stcam heat and a washstand,
The building is still standing on the northeast
corner of Fifth and Market streets, but it has
been altered nearly beyond recognition. A
maovie house, the Queen, oceupied the old
hotel from World War I until the 1950s. Since
then it has fallen on even harder times as a
rental property. Courtesy of the State of
Delaware, Division of Historical and Cultural

Affairs.
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— In 1870 a large crowd gathered to \mlch_lhc
laving of the cornerstone for the Masonic
B Tbmplc and Grand Opera House on ,\r‘l.'u'kcl
Street below Ninth Street. Courtesy of the
b Historical Society of Delaware. |
i
[ =
j ‘: W These women may be dancing to advertise a 3
| new show just come to town. The photograph
" A | shows the intersection of Front and F‘I‘(.‘l']{,‘h
streets before 1906 when the present railroad
| station replaced the one whose o\fcr'lmn.g can
be seen. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library. !
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The Town Hall on Markel Street above Fifth
Street as it appeared after a face-lifting in

1875 replaced the restrained Sederal period
cupola with an enlarged gingerbread model,

Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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Ezion Methodist Church at the southeast
corner of Ninth and French streets was the
Sirst black congregation in Wilmington. The
members, originally participants in Asbury
Church, left Asbury in 1795 because the whites
had consigned them 1o the gallery. The
original small stone church was replaced in
1870. Following a disastrous fire in 1886 that
destroyed the second building, the
congregation built this 8othic-style building of
brick faced with Indiana stone. The church
was lormn down in the 1970s 10 make way for
the Civic Center, and the congregation united
with Mount Carmel Church and moved into a
large building at Eighth and Walnut streets.
Fhotograph by Clayton Adames,

first a residence, then a hotel Callefl lhc; .Ebb'“
House, and finally the YMCA occupied l}us 4
building on Market Street belwt_aen. Tenth an
Eleventh, where the Du Pont Building Inow
stands. When the building was a hole(,ﬂ el
cockfights and dog fights were'allegt'z v he
there. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

4 R bach began as
Hartmann and Fehren a
saloonkeepers, then opened their own br(?wery
on Lovering Avenue in 1878. The lhree.brtck
buildings to the left now house an'llallan .
restaurant. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware.
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The Friends School at Fourth and West
streets, photographed in 1893. Wilmington's
oldest school, Friends has trained the children
of Quakers and non-Quakers alike under the
precept that education should prepare people
not to fit into society but “to stand apart from
it when conscience required.” Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

The Misses Hebbs built their school at the
southwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and
Franklin Street in 1886. At that time nearly one
hundred female pupils, representing the
cream of Wilmington society, were enrolled in
their school. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Ty
I
N
w
o,

.L‘:

[N
.,
o
.
N
:

y

r—
1
.
A

iy

. ! ) N K/ i
- < g
. L B A \l

- ~ - N 1. !
.1. ,
, . .
::.'—; - == A B . ‘
i - - l - = - = = z -
- i :J L_‘ : . A | ; ! ‘ ' ‘_(
! \ - i - hr - -
\ - =l B - - .—‘ - 1 v !
-
- == — R
— \ . v
{
i l —_“1.:. | | ‘
e - - ;
' z
]
;-‘ 'f' :T;l'—’ _.."_.—_'. '__:'_ - P

Coalspring was buill by Caesar A Rodnc:y, the
nephew of the Revolutionary War hero, in
1814. The house suffered a sad fate. ?‘Irc last

ney to live there was an impecunious
?c?cc;usi who was forced to sell off the land
around the house. When the new houses got
too close for comfort, the old man shot
himself. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

113




: : . i N
Arthur B Spaid, the principal of th J ‘ I . .
du Pont Schoal, G . : » - -

. . ' by < e e r 79777 fap. o the it World War constitute !
: . ! . , o oE 2 ple (' .umer. an es. R )
i gt P DUER G GE AN P ] N v Latoa o tom Y . B R R |

¥ = U _J'SCHO'JL-I'JIELH[ET‘:'NOQ~23.(_ ‘ —~ . : i _ars, L~ 3 . : R : ST oo I}
; N © . ) W o.n._ 4 1 JSTme b T T o o i’

- [ - - leshe wrva v 17 % I N € '
W ©oale dadlt Aaw T T ¥ ] T T WL on.al I
R AR : 1 devel. ing ; T . i 1" Belle.o1 te. .. ere, ]‘|
-t e un. dened i~ ~h .7 'n ° atiins, | opl. cC . [e:mo° ¥
T i, viwajar’a v v 27 ec: ' 'i

> R S Cr r it £ omT s €, " 4 1 |

P CoL A - nor N NE T s - ! l,
“’” o T A - " P 'I’
N o I s of . b ' N[
I . { S b nde 1 T P (AR ‘
( o wo e ff 0 mlee L0 LD |
e 1871, wh 2 ‘ i . h.. n- 1
' f ' § . T - 0. |
y ] | | g rn e Ave '
= Wa_ ., . ace ‘ )
I b | - L VA LA a . |

" = - Tl vy o U "
v I tlr - f via
: N - | “i . i fe
v o u B _
[ ¥ S0t M T )
I } { LN _ '
- . - 1
J [ M l ! ~ B 71 - A\ -
1 g c "ies. a* 1
' i wl-, a - u |
' R T U . L
YA [} B}
. s St p ] T e
r - _ [P B §
I _ ' ) —_— x . T 1 .
- v . - |




116

i AP o
.
ey :_l“ “I ' ‘,‘
N . '
¢ .
" . ‘j ! "'\u v
¢ - \
{ !
:- 1‘\\_ \. :' - ';.,\J— -

children to exclusive private schools, Friends or Misses Hebbs, and provided
leadership for the community’s cultural and charitable institutions. They were
hard-headed, small-time businessmen. The one shining light of creativity in
Wilmington during the late nineteenth century was Howard Pyle, the founder of
the Brandywine School of artists. The son of a leather manufacturer, he gained
national fame as an illustrator and writer for popular magazines and children’s
books. Henry Seidel Canby, a literary critic who grew up in Wilmington in the
1890s, referred to the city'sindustrial age as an “age of confidence.” Yet, he found
the spirit of the city complacent, shallow, and rather narrow-minded. For the
upper class it was, he recalled, “a tight little Protestant world, where industry
was god, and imagination was an old devil...” (The Age of Confidence).

Market Street complemented the city’s work-a-day air. Many of its retailing
establishments were located in remodeled houses. Its hotels were small and
distinctly second-rate by big city standards. Shop owners complained that
Wilmingtonians spurned local stores to make their major purchases in the big
Philadelphia department stores. But Wilmington was a comfortable place that
inspired affection. Henry Seidel Canby, for all his criticisms, loved the hometown
of his youth, and Elizabeth Montgomery, who knew Wilmington in the early days
of its industrial transformation, wrote of it, “of all the towns that I have seen,
none appears to me more pleasantly located than Wilmington” (Reminiscences
of Wilmington).

WILMINGTON, DEL. ‘

1

R A T

Folding postcard of Eighth and Market streets
circa 1910. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware.
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Wilmington in 1895, showing the extent of the
trolley lines through the city. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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The trolley track is a central feature in this
view of Vandever Avenue, taken early in the
twentieth century. These row houses were

constructed in the first decade of the century o=
largely to accommodate workers at the i i
Pennsylvania Railroad’s new maintenance :
shops at Todd's Cut, Courtesy of the 4
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. - .
B - e
4 ~ - - “
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Anopen sununer car electric trolley on
Delaware Avenue, circa 1910. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Society of

Delaware.
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A typical Wilmington duplex houseplan drawn }
for the Delaware Construction Company in i
" \ 4 1510. The house sold for $3,000. Courtesy of “
- i = the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Building houses on Twenty-sixth Street near M
Concord Avenue, circa 1912-15. Photographs by
Frank R. Zebley, the contractor; courtesy of the : ‘
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Houses under construction in the new
“Boulevard” section on Franklin Street as seen
Jrom Eighteenth Street in the summer of 1912,
Photograph by Frank R, Zebley; courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Wilmington High School, buill.in 1.90'1, is l

shown before and after the widening of

Delaware Avenue in 1919 destroyed ‘lhﬂ’ ("003- |
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical l

Library. !

Looking down Eighteenth Street toward

Franklin Street in 1912, Brandywine Park is on

the left. To the right is the site of present day

Warner Junior High School, Photograph by

Frank R. Zebley; courtesy of the Eleutherian

Mills Historical Libra ry.

This house at 1900 Van Buren Street, built
between™913 and 1916, is typical of the siyles
in the Baynard Boulevard area, Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware,
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Before and after photogr:

[ 'V{'fects

of widening Delaware Avenue at Jackson

Street. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Historical Lik 1 .
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Benween 1900 and 1910 apartment buildings
came to Wilmington and gradually replaced

boarding houses as dwellings for single people

and childless couples. Apartments appealed 1o
several income levels, including those who
could afford to live in the fashionable,
centrally located Delaware Avenue area. The
carly apartment buildings on the avenue were
designed to fit into the midst of the existing
housing styles. Most of them, like the houses
that surrounded them, are now gone.

Apartment buildings on Delaware Avenue
looking west from Jackson Street in the early
1920s. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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Kennett Apartments, 1100 Delaware Avenue,
now the site of Luther Tower. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

Flatiron apartment house, Delaware Avenue
and Jefferson Street. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Until the advent of the automobile age in the
1920s, trolley travel made amusement parks
the most popular summer entertainment for
city dwellers. The inscription over the archway

at Brandywine Springs read “Let All Who Enter
Here Leave Care Behind.” Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

A Wilmington City Railway trollev in front of
the Logan House at Delaware Avenue and
Du Pont Street. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

This colorfully decorated Peoples Company
trollev has just arrived at Brandwvine Springs
Amusement Park. Courtesy of Mrs. Allen
Schiek; from the “Delaware Remembered”
exhibit, Delaware Art Museum, 1979,
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The boating pavilion at Brandywine Springs.
The park also included a restaurant, a roller-
skating rink, a toboggan slide, and a theater.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Market Street looking south from Nini’: Streg
at the turn of the century. Courtesy of :he

Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Howard Pyle (1853-1911), artist and writer,

ariginator of the Brandywine School of art, is A - ,
shown in his studio al 1305 Franklin Street, -z , . | !
circa 1898. Pyle, who was born in Wilmington, - . I . -

was America’s best-known illustrator of o : _J ’
historical works and fanciful children’s stories.
Through his teaching, both in Wilmington and
at his summer haome in nearby Chadds Ford,
Pennsylvania, he influenced the artistic .
development of many younger artists, most . \ g
notably N. C. Wyeth. Courtesy of the Delaware - “as .
Art Museum. ’ .

Frank F. Schoonover (1877-1972), one o_fHownr‘d

Pvle’s students, was noted for his illustrations

of indians and other people of the American :

frontier. In 1906 Schoonover joined other | i 'l | ] {”\

former Pyle students in constructing a block of B : J

four interconnected studios at 1616 Rodney L R

Street that are still being used by artists. ‘

Courtesy John R. Schoonover . - . \
l
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vew Castle County Courthouse on Market
Aglreel penwveen Tenth and Eleventh streets.

132

B

Tenth and Market streets as seen from the
courthouse lawn at the turn of the century.
The Ford Building, Wilmington's second
elevator-cquipped building, is at left; the
Harkness Building, dating from the 1860s, is at
right. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

The Equitable Building, constructed on the
northwest corner of Ninth and Market streets
in 1881, was the city’s first skyscraper. The
Every Evening proclaimed that “the erection
of this handsome mammoth building will
mark a distinct epoch in Wilmington
architecture, inasmuch as it will be totally
unlike any building used for business purposes
in the city.” Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

The Heart of Wilmington.
The Equitable Guarantee and Trust Company’s
Eight Story Building.

After nearly a century of struggle, Wx’{ming'(on
i d the county seat away from ils
le in 1880. In that year this

d to replace the
rthouse.

nally wreste
rival ‘New Cast
puilding was construcle ‘
smaller town’s historic colonial cou

This building of Brandywine granite, faced
with brown, buff, and green serpentine s'lone,
y vears. It was demolished

stood for only thirt
following
Square. Co

Historical Library.

1*

A\

World War I to make way for
urtesy of the Eleutherian Mills

for Rodney

Looking toward Fourth Street on Market Street
in 1897. The Woolworth’s 5- and 10-cent slore,
the second building on the left, was onc of the
first Woolworth stores in the United States. It
opened in 1888. The other stores sol'd c!ry
gaods, clothing, and housellolc{furq:shlqgs,
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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Hucksters on Fourth Street benween Market
and King streets in the carly 1890s. The
buildings across the street contained a bakery,
a saloon, a butcher shop, and a stove dealer.”
Courtesy of the Wilmington Institute Free

Library.
. :
This Romanesque federal building was ~
constructed at Ninth and Shipley streets in . =
1887, It was demolished in the 1930s when the = )
new post office opened on Rodney Square. ﬁ R
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware, . N
= I8
- "
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Eden Hall Lodge at 206 West Tenth Street wag
built in 1889. It was designed by a local
architect in what was described as “Norman
Gothic.” The interior featured a massive,
highly ornamented stalrway, as well as large
rooms for banquets and receptions. The Every
Evenirgg called Eden Hall “one of the most
Imposing structures in the city.” Courtesy of
the Historical Society of Delaware.
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The young Democrats announced a visit by
their presidential candidate of 1896, William
Jennings Bryan, with a banner outside the
Grand Opera House, where the “silver-tongued
orator” from Nebraska was to speak. Courtesy
of the State of Delaware, Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs.
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’Iﬁiesi]ny Club.

188y).

Grand Opera House programs from the 1870s
and 1880s. The Tuesday Club and the Millard
Club were both local amateur vocal societies.
Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.

Dry goods store of the sons of Rosa Topkis at
420 Market Street, circa 1910. Rosa and Jacob
Topkis came to Wilmington from Odessa on
the Black Sea. Rosa was a prominent founder
and supporter of various Jewish organizations,
including Adas Kodesh Congregation. Her sons
expanded from their dry goods store into
hosiery manufacture and the construction of
movie houses. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.
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William L. Dockstader built the Garrick
Thealcr on Market Street below Ninth Street
in 1903 as a vaudeville house. The Garrick wgg
one gj' the first places in Wilmington to show
molion pictures. Courtesy of the Historical

It Society of Delaware.

A crowd waits expeciantly for the big parade
in honor of Old Home Week, October 1912,
"Welcomc Home" banners decorated
Lippincott’s Department Store on Market

i Street below Fourth Street for the occasion,
e Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware,
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The Hotel Wilmington at 819-821 Market
street, opposite the Grand Opera House, circa
1900. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The employees of Mullins men's clothing store
posed with serious demeanor for the
photographer at a staff banquet, September
22, 1917. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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William K Crosby and Joseph Hill were New
England-born merchants who introduced
large-scale dry goods merchandising to
Wilmington. In the 1880s, when this
photograph was taken, their store was located

AL

at 220 and 222 Market Street. In 1889 they
moved {0 the 600 block of Market Street,
where the store remained until it went out of
business in the 1960s. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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Furness, Evans and Company, Philadelphia’s
leading architects, designed Wilmington's
RN Pennsylvania Railroad station in 1905. The
Every Evening called the Boman-stvle plan “a
y marvel of neatness and beautv.” The new ‘
pt, station was part of the railroad’s much larger It
. plan for elevating its tracks through the citv.
. - # S : " 2 Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
: ‘ >4 o - : ~ ) - Library.
. 'y «i)

! 1 R . / The Pennsylvania Railroad station opened
. . I o January 28, 1907, and is still in service.
' i N ‘ N Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical |
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Megary's Furniture Store at Sixth and Tatnall : ¥ '
streets opened in October 1897, The store T — A
advertised modestly, “Furniture, Carpets, - - . K e — ! -.,? - ]
Draperies, the largest assortment to select # . e . _— 'I" L= NS TR -

. - . . by . . s - ~ - o - |
Jrom to be found in any city, and prices much ﬂ_ﬂ : P i ) : | N NN §\: s bR
lower than anvwhere on carth.” Courtesy of o o L T T Y \\‘ZN\ X "’ﬁ‘ - |
the Historical Society of Delaware. T ~ ; ~ ‘

4 !
: I
The Evening Journal oceupied this building, ‘ ! . s',',,i,g;g,fgfeg ?,",2165 ';gl:gcsige”;}l; ,::-?;?VB’
{‘:”M ,.“C“:d m’ 1483 at Fm"‘.lh "m.d S hipley bridge, which hadg)roven,;c; be too fragile for I
streets to replace the colonial William Shipley the ne:V f Il ves. Th
:119(;30.. C(/)ur[!)esy of the Eleutherian Mills truss b r?gg:ggg;;?:‘;’nﬁ;u I(;L"zgﬁ;;vzi} dgeein
istorical Library. .
; i . 1922. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
K - - i Historical Library.
e W - ” |
, "‘ / 3 The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad built this |
- steel truss bridge across the Brandywine in |
” I O 1884 when the B & O was extending its service
y! - . o north of Baltimore. The smaller foot bridge 1
: ” | " |- ‘ below is known as the “swinging bridge” [
| because it sways as people walk across it. |
x B Cf)lzrlesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical o ’
: T ] |
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{0, bovs rest on a wall overlooking the
#sradywine and the water department’s steam-
powered pump house, built in 1872 to lift
water from the Brandywine to the city's
reservoirs. An old flour mill can be seen at
left. Courtesy of the Historical Society of
Delaware. :

A blueprint, dated 1899, for the Rockford
Water Tower shows the metal tank inside the

- S o tower’s stone walls. Courtesy of the

: , . . ) % . Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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King Street Market, a Wilmington institution
Jor farmers and hucksters since the
nincteenth century. Photographs pages 141-143
circa 1900. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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View of the Highlands region of the city taken
from Rockford Tower, circa 1900. The roofs

‘of St. Ann’s Rornan Catholic Church and the

Visitation Convenl can be seen in middle
distance, Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Another acsthetically pleasing as well as
wtilitarian construction by the waier
department, Van Buren Street Bridge, was
built in 1905 through Brandywine Park to carry
water from the Porter Reservoir on the
Concord Pike into the city. The mill race used
by the city to divert water 10 the pumping
station flows under the bridge, paraliel to the
Brandywine. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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Courtesy of Roger Forbes Mayer; from the
“Delaware Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art
Museum, 1979,

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Southwest corner of Seventh and King strecets Courtesy of the State of Delaware, Division of

in 1900 and 1980. Historical and Cultural Affairs; from the
“Delaware Remembered™ exhibit, Delaware Art
Museum, 1979.
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Bar in the Hotel Stoeckle at Front and French -
streets, circa 1910. The glass-plate negative
Srom which this print was made has been

damaged. Courtesy of the Historical Society of
Delaware.

‘You can’t beat our milk, but you can whip our
cream” was an advertising claim long familiar
to Wilmingtonians, Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware.
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Home of the German athletic club, the
Turnveretn, built in 1895 at Eighth and French
streets. Until World War I the Turnverein and
Saengerbund held an annual Volksfest at
Schuetzen Park, located at the intersection of
Pennsylvania and Greenhill avenues. Courtesy
of the Historical Society of Delaware,
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The Tyrolian Quartet Club of the Delaware
Saengerbund were photographed with their
two zither players on December 3, 1893. The
man standing at the left (R. Kleitz) and the
zither plaver seated at the right (H. Schnepp)
were saloonkeepers on King Street. The seated
man at left (G. Bauer) was a watchman at the
PW & B Railroad. The other men standing are,
right to left: G. Conrad, H. Zimmermann, and
P. Ebner. Courtesy of the Historical Socicty of
Delaware.

Blumenthal’s was the second largest morocco
tannery in the world when this insurance
survey drawing was made in 1911. Located in
the southwest section of the city, it employed
many recent immigrants, especially Poles, and
helped create a Polish neighborhood ncarby.
The building was razed in the 1960s to make
way for the interstate highway through the city.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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Tanncry workers at the Rhoads Leather o :

b - Je . Anthony's
Company, Eleventh Strect and Bancroft P Father J. F. ﬂ'.('kerl‘fou,n(frfdj;l‘{[;om in
Parkway, circa 1950, Courtesy of the Roman Calhl_Jl'lC C;u,;u] ker n:-as. the first pupil
LEleutherian Mills Historical Library, wilmington in 188 y TUCRE ‘hen it

’ registered at Salesianum School when (
(=4

"
gpened in 1903 and was the first American to .S .
AY \ '——J' h r enter the order of the Oblate Fathers of St. ,
- - Francis de Sales. Following study in Italy, he ’ .
\ \ L ! served as a chaplain in the U. S. Army in World o .
, N ( o . war I Bishop J. Monaghan, in recogm.u(.)n of. ’ | !
(- I the voung priest’s linguistic and admln1§tmlll'e \ o
7 SR . ! abilities, selected him to found the parish for I I .
~ \ = wilmington’s ltalians. Father Tucker was an
\ , outspoken opponent of both the Ku Klux Klan - ) '
\ “ and prohibition. Courtesy of Francis A. o ‘ ! !
‘\ ‘ Panariello, Jr., from the "Delaware =N H J
- ! : ’ Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art Museum, X i |
=) ) ' -~ '{)
! -.)J . . -, ’ 1979. LN
: n s .
, y o 3 RN = In the early twventieth century the Wilmington i’
. ) ; HITER School Board undertook a program for. hOTZB
iy b - o instruction in the English language, designe .
a % - - A ' ) ['! | i ﬁ 10 help recent immigrants. These llz?han
~ = . Ej _ women have gathered for a class, circa 1915. :
. S .- = , AT . Courtesy of Louise Giliberloiff‘f?m the ' .
m T : S . T R ' C . “Delaware Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art .
- - - - S ’ B .; Museum, 1979. - :
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St. Hedwig's Roman Catholic Church at Linden BT = BT L | i \ .
and Harrison streets is at the center of : * e - ! -
Wilmington's Polish community. When the 7 /- B L -, —— . W . oo “ :
cornerstone for the present church was laid in 3 e - = ‘ &: .} [‘r - i B RIS
1904, there were estimated 10 be 1,800 Polish = = - L © T LT !
Jamilies in the city. Courtesy of the " |
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. Lr nE N l !
' .
L-s " v . - .
Father John S. Guicz, and parochial school ) r \ i H - ! ,
children at St Hedwig's, circa 1910, Father i . 'l | = '
Gulez was born in Polan and brought to it - -1 - - i h : I
America by his parents at age three. After A et ' - I '
becoming a priest he first served on Ellis ) ) - gl y - V- ' -~ s
Island in New York Harbor, helping Polish U [ \ A k.‘ ‘ ' -
immigrants, In 1896 he came to Wilmington, i 7 N’ _ "’\-J ) .
built the present sy, Hedwig's Church, and H ; - - . R .
remained its pastor until his death at ninety- .| "‘:’ l T4 0l L ' ! !
six in 1962. He greatly assisted Wilmington's ) . ™~ “ = ;J & - = i ( R ) I
Poles in making the difficult adjustments o L = . | ‘ . ‘ - ' |
life in America., Courtesy of Ann Pawlikowski; ) ! al ot N $ ? | ’ \ - . ; th - :
Jrom the “Delaware Remembered” exhibit, Ao r : - LIS o~ ‘——f - * ;t - o “ T M R o ! |
) 2 AP ) , : - E. LT ) .
Delmware Ary Museun, 1973, ‘ . ) ) f : A | - ) ! - e | ) .
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‘ 1907
‘ - AMERICA'S FIRST
- (:Hm{s*n\ms SEAL J
- ' Designed and J
R Dedicated 10 Humanity
e
Wilmingtonian Emily Bissell (1861-1948) is best Py [
known for creating America’s first Christmas . ’\”SS,E‘\”.LY P lri)ls;'SEl-L :
seal in 1907 1o fund her work on behalf of - “ ] Wilmington, Del. |
victims of tuberculosis, Courtesy of the Siate 7 AR
of Delaware, Division of Historical ancd e Lo
Cultural Affairs; from the “Delaware E N
Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art Museum, 1 \
1979.
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Like the Germans, the Poles had a Turn Hall,
located at 1009 Sycamuore Street. Courtesy of
the Historical Socicty of Delaware,

\

\

4
The Willard Hall School, Eighth and Adams ) N
streets, was built in 1885 1o replace School 8 >
} A9c - .
Number 1 as the city's high school. It was
razed in the 1960s (o make way for the )

.
interstate highway, Courtesy of the Historical ) . /] d
Society of Delaware. i

Howard High School at Twelfth and Orange
streets was the first public high schoo.Ifor
blacks in Wilmington until desegregal'zon in
the 1950s. It graduated its first clas.? in 1893.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Number 9 School at Eighth and Wollaston
streets was built in 1895 to replace the Taylor
and Jackson Academy Building. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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The Washington School, Number 24, at Rt = |
Washington Street Bridge, overlooked - 7
Brandywine Park like a castle, When the school

was completed in 1894, the school board -
Justified the cxpense of the Sancy turrcts by . )
pleading, “Is it not right that lhe'/)ubli(;

buildings of the city should compare favorably

with the private residences? is it not wise in

the erection of public buildings to have some

regard to the beauty of the city?” Courtesy of

the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. C

Alexis I du Pont School sat all alone on the o -
Kennett Pike when it was built in 1894, The - -
public school, like so much else in the Henry

Clay neighborhood, was assisted by the ’

du Pont family., Courtesy of the Eleutherian =
Mills Historical Library.
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View from the Equitable Building in the carly
1890s looking northward toward the farm
lands that then lay bevond the Brandwine.
The tall structure to the right is the Friendship
Rre House with its watchtower cupola. The
large building in the lower left is Pvle's Bicyvele
Academy, a foundry converted to a bicycle
ring and gvmnasium in 1880. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

Tenth and Orange streets carly in the
nwentieth century had an undistinguished look
at best. Pvle’s Bicycle Academy is to the left.
Ginder's cigar store, a hangout for the city's
lawyers, stood next to Pinckett Court, a narrow
thoroughfare that was blotted out when the

Du Pont Building covered this entire block.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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'I"!m I X L. laundry, Sixth and Orange strects,
circa 1910. Courtesy of the Historical Society
of Delaware. ’

Wi{]kler's German Restaurant at Tenth and
Shipley streets, circa 1910. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.

Senator Thomas F. Bayard (1828-1898),
Delaware's leading statesman in the late
nineteenth century, served as secretary of
state in the Cleveland administration. Bayard,
the son and grandson of senators, was also
the father of a senator. Courtesy of T. Bayard,
Jrom the “Delaware Remembered” exhibit,
Delaware Art Museum, 1979.
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A common sight in turn-of-the-century
Wilmington, a firemen’s parade on East
Eleventh Street. Those were the days when
“visiting firemen” really did visit. Courtesy of
C. Emerson Wilson, from the “Delawarc
Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art Museum,
1979.

Looking east on Fourth Street from Broom
Street, circa 1915. The tower of St. Paul's
Roman Catholic Church at Fourth and Jackson
streets rises above the brick street. Courtesy
of the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The Bayard House stood overlooking the city
Jrom the block bordered by Clayton, Broom,
Maple, and Linden streets, near the present
location of the Wilmington General Hospital
and Bayard Junior High. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.
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An area that has changed little, Happy Valley at 1
Brandywine Park and Van Buren Street is
shown circa 1910. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library. )
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The large residences that cluster around I ~ ; i
. 2 5T SET, GO. Christening the tug
Rockford Park became more numerous during ——- ' . - “ GET READKIGE}{‘:?(I:V "md Jones Ship \\g’ard in
World War I with the dramatic growth of the % . i) : Fletcher at II"". 'll o ‘q WOre Oneo familiar
Du Pont Company, which was supplying j] r ’ . ' 1916. Boat christenings were sv of 1}
i e ) A N . sights in Wilmington. Courtesy of the
munitions to the allies. When the heavily - . El . 5 ian Mills Historical Library.
. . . -, B ] S 1 S e 2 € .
decorated styles of the late nineteenth cenltury . 340 Eleutherian Mills :
went out of fashion, Americans revived the . / ‘\'
colonial style for domestic architecture, o
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical »
Library. ~
wl 1
} [
The Christina Riverfront continued (o be ' / I
important to Wilmington's cconomy even after |
the city gained its reputation as a J
headquarters for the chemical industry. The . - ’ -
- :
Harlan plant of Bethlehem Steel, successor to ! “ p - : l
the Harlan and Hollingsworth Company, is in a s ! i o,
the foreground of this aerial view 1aken in e - . ‘ " .o
1931. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills - , z . - F
Historical Library. f 1 " :
.
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St. Amour on the Kennett Pike at Rising Sun
Lane was built by Lammot du Pont not long
before his death in an explosion in 1884. His
widow, Mary Belin du Pont, continued to live
there with her large family, including three
future presidents of the Du Pont Company:
Pierre S., Irénée, and Lammot, Jr. Lammot, the
youngest son, inherited the house and lived
there until his death in 1952. The house has
since been razed to provide a playing field for
Tower Hill School. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

The Pennsylvania Railroad built these shops at
Todd’s Cut in north Wilmington during the
first decade of the twentieth century to
maintain locomotives and cars in the
railroad’s Maryland Division. The shops, now
used by Amtrak, are the city’s major link with
its early days as a car-building center and
remain an important local employer. Courtesy
of the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The Kennett Pike in the vicinity of Greenhill
Presbyterian Church was already the gateway
to the “Chateau Country” estates of the

du Ponts when this photograph was taken in
the early twentieth century. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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in the city, Tenth and Market streets. The Du Pont Bmldmg was far larg r

white-collar employees. Slx years later the company expandad the buil

include a first-class hotel complete w1th an omate ba.l].roqm, a restaura.n

theater worthy of Broadway. ; . :
In1914 T. Coleman du Pent declded to qmt the compan" m ¢

: p
had their own banks: .Pterre-s-Wihmngton Trust and
which erected an office bullch.ng at Ninth and Market to rival the,
Building. : / - j
While these intr:
expanded and bec

and / Pont Comp.
step forward fol]omng the outbreak of World War
been capnahzed at $12 _;m]hon as recently as 1902
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T. Coleman du Pont (1863-1930), who promised
“to build a monument one hundred miles
high, and lay it down on the ground,” was the
creator of the du Pont Highway, which runs
the length of Delaware. Coleman du Pont had
wide-ranging interests, including engineering,
automobiles, and politics. He remade the
Delaware GOP, remade the state’s highways,
served as president of the Du Pont Company,
and built the Equitable Building in lower
Manhattan. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

fields that were chemically related to explosives, then, following the war, into a
broad array of products, including paints, cellophane, and rayon.

As its production expanded and diversified, the Du Pont Company added
new wings to its office building, hired many more management employees, and
recruited scientists and engineers to develop new products and to plan the
factories to manufacture them. Chemist Wallace H. Carothers’ discovery of nylon
in 1935, the most spectacular pay-off of the company’'s development research
strategy, justified yet more expansion in the company’s research capabilities
following World War 11. The result was a mammoth complex of buildings, called
the Experimental Station. Located close by the original Du Pont powder mills,
the station employed hundreds of scientists to maintain the company's leader-
ship in the rapidly changing field of industrial chemistry.

Hercules and Atlas, Du Pont’s rival neighbors, followed similar patterns of
growth, although on a somewhat smaller scale. During the 1920s Hercules
bought farm land along the Kennett Pike near Wilmington for their experimental
station and employees’ country club. Atlas built a similar suburban facility on
the Concord Pike after World WarIl. In 1971 Imperial Chemical Industries, a
British company, acquired Atlas. and pumped new money into the firm's
Wilmington offices and laboratories.

All of these happenings had a profound influence on Wilmington, trans-
forming it from a blue-collar industrial city into the predominantly white-collar
“chemical capital of the world.” Since World War I the chemical companies have
imported highly trained managers, scientists, and technical personnel from all
over the United States. These well-paid workers changed Wilmington in many
ways. Most particularly, their presence influenced the housing market toward
rapid suburbanization.

The chemical industry was not the only newcomer to Wilmington's econ-
omy. Following World War I the city’s old industries began a decline that was to
prove fatal. The tanneries shut down one by one, leaving the rotting hulks of their
buildings behind. The shipyards closed with only a brief revival during World
War II. The construction of trolleys and railroad cars ceased as the automobile
took over the transportation market. Fortunately for Wilmington's reputation as

Pont came 10

In 1901 when Coleman du )
wilmington from the Midwest, he' moved into
this house at 808 Broom Streel, since. s
demolished. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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i during the Korean War, Chrys
: t of the city. A few years later, ‘ ansiey
o ]USI SOlllegllrﬁsNewm‘k, DZlaware, for the manufactux‘_e.of lanksi.jl‘ollcl):/(x)'l‘gg ‘l) i
Open.t: vjals) converted to automobile assembl)./. In addition to tl e a(;uring 28
e the development of the Marine Terminal on l!le C_hnstmd S
I1).3;.12r(;ts'twoeDu Pont pigment plants, and the Pennsylvania Railroad main
S) ilmi j diverse. ;
ent Wilmington's economy cll , ‘ poorey
Shopliohrﬁzzlll(ypin the rrglidst of this general prosperity, pal ts of the city
)

imile ditions affected
ilmi i neglect and decay. Similar con :
e Suge%??nﬁ;?\r:nogheast corridor, but few of them could boast

industrial citi vof Ghostt
zttl};?lrv(zflecix;?hdbeside their slums. Poverty was not new (o wilmington. Beca

ashi ityhada

its location on the main railroad line from New York t'o Wabhmhgton, tel;iicx;tryhand-

its lo uaintance with drifters, some in search of wo,r'k, others s 5 c%always

1cmtg ?L\quthe chiefcity ofa former slave state, Wwilmington's popula}:onBlaCks P
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nts, movie
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i i the lowest level of labor. . |
mmalllgrlrgs\t/\r;:rtelcll lt)?‘ought an industrial revival to the Delaware River Valley

i i jon to take jobs in defenseindustrigs. So
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Rt in the segregation of housing and a decline in its qua lt)y._n :
B lrlC_I‘eaSil war, local housing reformers initiated a campaign 10 Dring
FOUOngl tto ?Nilmington's east side under the terms qfthe Federal Htsvues;llng_
xlc;kt)i)r; ;ZQSW :fter many delays, demolition began in the mid-1950s on a ty
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In 1902 Coleman du Port hecame president of 1 - - ‘ - ‘ | |
the Du Pont Company and helped 1o turn the | , | 1 I \
company inlo an efficiently managed giant in ’ ) "i h i !
the powder business. One step toward this ’ 51 ! \ ’ 1 i - - ‘ ‘ \
goal was the construction of a modern office ‘ 2y P L i . i | |
building in downtown Wilmington. The : l ! ¢ ! 0 LT | i B i i
company acquired land at Tenth and Market i - v " l
streels in 1904 and began demolishing the | ‘ | | vy tan J—— ! X
structures there. By 1907 workers began - - Il . Lo J,'»% P -z o
moving into the twelve-stary structure. [n 1912 s -‘l‘;,_ . T e ] ” i " I IS, P P .~
the company added a second wing, which . o= N . i AL = v o S \ - . .
included the Hotel Du Pont and the Playhouse. N e i 2 ;-!,,; l‘ .
- a o [/-_ " M '
. , T -
N Y ol | ‘ A '
I ot
ke { ! n ™ -‘ﬁ ! i ' :
- ; ) o -‘-J . i
: : b O £ - 3 [l‘ W - - ' . Market Street just above Tenth 'Su*ce(‘ in the
Steamshovel and horse wagon at work on the ' T -0 Yo . ¥ . | T Ll (;M“ L 1890s. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Jfirst section of the Du Pont Building, July 31, . - - %:" & Y o ‘ ‘ L TS —— Historical Library.
1911. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills ! o o L o G } — T
Historical Library. AR ¢ — - ‘
i i tial
i 1d destroy a viable residen
i t the west-side route wou ) A
. . Opponents replied th? cessarily helping the downtown. In Splte_‘)ﬂmga“of‘é
two-acre plot centering on Poplar Street. The area remained a wasteland for neighborhood without nec d both sides to be partially right. 1-95 dj'
nearly a decade. Promoters of renewal recognized that they must expand the the highway was finally built and prove to get into Wilmington to work, but it
renewal area westward to include the old shopping section along King Street in make it easier for suburban corpmut}izr‘s t gNor was the highway well-planned
order to attract redevelopment. Consequently, it, too, fell to the wrecker's ball failed to entice many shoppers into the (:1ty.rojects- And, of course, the highway
during the 1960s. Renewal of the King Street area was not to be for houses, with regard to the east side urbag\ rer;)e:\ély gdded, during the 19605, to the rapid
however, but was to mix commercial and office buildings. During the 1970s a did destroy a neighborhood an 1 pro o Hoting broke out following the death
multibuilding complex, the Civic Center, which included federal, state, and local \ social change in the near west Sld.e: er(ar‘ien April 1968. since that time the west
government offices, was constructed between King and Walnut streets. of the Reverend Martin Lutherhlilrzlg,h t'ime ‘echnique of spot rene wal, which has
Center city, meanwhile, underwent privately financed revitalization. The side has made a slow recovery thro ? e neodaatiarlarealhat has much
Du Pont Céorr;gany ou{frm its ori%inal ofﬁcz}a-l building am(ij ct;uciilt anott}l;merc‘i tf;e proven alscl)iphis.ticgated response to
Nemours Building, in the 1930s. In the 1960s the company added yet a third, the salvageable housing. als the land-use patterns
reveals the lan P
Brandywine Building. All of the city’s majorbanks built office skyscrapers within A modern map of nort'hem Ne“r,)CEllSﬂte i%?*tr:e?’o f the twentieth century. The
a few blocks of one another during the 1950s and 1960s. This construction could of Wilmington and its elnwronsllrtl td :e 230‘;11 but only a portion of the whole. To
not, however, prevent the precipitous slide of the city's retail section. As city appears as a densely populate ) ts. Those in the
: : : rban developments.
downtown movie theaters closed and oldtime stores moved to suburban malls, the north and to the west arela rgazi gf;‘;g(‘é T Delgware River, while the
Market Street below Ninth Street acquired a bedraggled look. north are contained between the L.on ] : hich leads from
R ¢ : : : ; d Highway, whic :
Several mayors, beginning with John E. Babiarz and Hal Haskell in the 1960s, western suburbs cluster around the' Kl;‘;Wogf Delswax‘e)-, Between the two is
used various means to try to save the downtown. More parking garages were wilmington to Newark, site of the Uml"(;e dt);ollin g country inhabited by many
built, and traffic engineers made the streets go first one way and then the other. “Chateau Country,” the spar§ely P_OI;‘u aec L;tives in the chemical industry, and
The mayors fought for and got the civic center, but they were unable to bring a members of the du Pont family, high ex ' suburban Wilmington lies along the
suburban-style mall to downtown Wilmington. Recognizing that the indoor mall other persons of Wea}th. The f%ulx\}tllvz?:gzﬂe e
was a battle that could not be won, Mayor Thomas Maloney chose the next best flat corridor of the city toward NNe ; atin' the city as a special enclave, it 18
thing in 1975, wheq Market Street was converted to an outdoor mall. This project Although tradition persists In I;*zatergWilrrﬁngtO n,” which includes all .of
V\;’as Cﬁordmated el r‘estorimon Offgl]e Gl‘anﬁ o I-ll'louse ity Cléleéértzjn cloalviciVia e compt(?:: Iz)tf ;}rllisa degvelopment, for more than a decade the city
of Willingtown Square, an enclave of historic houses that were move m these areas. In recognitl : nt in areas
2 : e county governme
renewal areas to a location opposite the old Town Hall below Sixth Street. With government has mcreasmgb’ joined forcesl Wl:l?‘ d lib rgygsewice. Following a
the completion of the mall, Market Street took on a festive air, but the effect of the such as parks and recr‘:latlo_r:, mati;‘uzliilzpsbc"h 2ol systems of the city and the
. - 0 e i
project on downtown businesses has been less than dramatic. bitterly contested feder. suif, use of court-ordered busing. The
One of the most controversial projects in Wilmington since the Second county were integrated in t197t(3:1 iﬁoﬁgigttipectations of citizens for ever more
World War was the construction of Interstate 95 through the city’s west side rowing cost of government an ] " d functions.
2 : of city and county
during the 1960s. Plans for the highway went back to the late 1950s, when the gublic service point tOWE.ll‘d th(_a mt&x‘gfﬂfégén 5 willt%e either that Wilmington
state highway department selected the Adams-Jackson Street corridor as the Depending upon one's point ofwe;lfvy the county will recognize thatit is really an
route for the superhighway through the city. Proponents of the highway claimed will disappear into the county or that e ?t o farmlands to suburbs.
that placement close to the downtown office complex and shopping area would extension of the city that transformed 1
enable it to serve as a route for suburban workers to get into and out of the city.
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Demolition underway December 18, 1905.

Courtesy of the Eleatherian Mills Historical
Library.

: l
b l

168

3
Ay
“ .
AT
vy - T
r -~ N
_-;.‘ ¥
el
£

"
g
oF

—— 2D o
)
“ ..'l .
i

- t
E I
-_— —————— The steel skeleton of lh(_aj'irsl section of the
’ Du Pont Building, seen from Tenth Street.
- Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
o Library.
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The Du Pont Building during World War I
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
. Library.
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Interior views of the Hotel Dy Pont, advertised
as "Wilmington's Million Dollar Hotel”
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The Lobby.

The Green Room.
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A pvpical bedroom.

The Gold Ballroom.
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The staff of the Du Pont Experimental Station

in 1915, Courtesy of the Elcutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Pointing toward Wilmington's future: Interior
of a Du Pont Experimental Station laboratary
in 1925, Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

{ [ N .
{ ~ . “
‘. * ~ ~ o~
. r:‘ g S N ~.
v\ JUo~y - ~ .
L vy ~ ~
[ RS . ~
~ ~ Sy S
SRR 2 !
TN ij,\:;?y]__ |
ot RN - - i
,‘E*:;T‘;77’11;' L*
AT N
"'t : )}H ki ;
g 1 LRI -
o :
~ T 1337 ;
AT
The early days of radio in Wilmington, the - S gt
wireless station in the Du Pont Building in [
1908. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills -
Historical Library. -—
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Demolition of the New Castle County
Courthouse in 1920 was the first siep (mv:u:d
the creation of Radney Square. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Rodney Square in the mid-1920s. The three old
mansions visible are, left to right: Draper
House, Merrick House (Wilmington Clul){, and
Winchester-McComb House. Courtesy of the
State of Delaware, Division of IHistorical and
Cultural Affairs.
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John J. Raskob and Alfred E. Smith. Raskob,
who began his rise 1o financial power as |
Pierre S. du Pont’s scecretary, was chairman of , -
the Democratic National Committce when ' ‘
Smith ran for president in 1928. As treasurer i

of the Du Pont Company in the World War |
years, Raskob took the lead in the creation of
Rodney Square. Raskob is also credited with
convincing other Du Pont Company executives
of the advantages in buying control of a failing
motor company called General Motors.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Henry S. McComb, who built this house on
Eleventh Street between King and Market
streets, was a mid-ninetecnth-century tanner g }
and railroad entreprencur. Courtesy of the - " 1w ’
Elewtherian Mills Historical Library.

View from ‘Tenth Street toward Market and
King streets in 1912 shows the contrast
between the Wilmington of the nincteenth
cenlury and the Wilmington being born.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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Site of the McComb mansion in April 1934.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The McComb mansion was razed in the spring
of 1934 to make way for the new_'fcder.'.ll
buildng. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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thhe

Wilimington eirea 1436 4., D
of the Brandvwine, the Chrianig: i
Delasare rivers, The Lo Fateiledie:
dominaies the center of the cirv, Biramed, il
“ark is in the foreground and the Marine,
Terminal can be seen where the Christing [lenns,
into the Delaware Biver, Courtesy Elcutherian
Mills Historical Library
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The tistis jor of the. . diasiton ictitisie Froae
Libries dibatratedd s
Jormes and included a copy of the Partiwion
Jricze. The building was rerncdeled in 1970,

Courtesy of the Elcutherian Mills Historical

Library.

Ursuline Academy for Girls at Pennsylvania
Avenue and Franklin Street was one .I,f the
Catholic institutions to benefit from J. J,
Raskob’s gencrosity. Courtesy bf the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library,

The Wilmington Institute Free Library building
was an integral part of the design for Rodney
Square. Built in 1922-23, largely with funds
supplied by Pierrc S. du Pont, the building
replaced the First Presbyterian Church, which
was moved (o Brandywine Park. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Libravy.
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Pierre Samuel du Pont was the benefactor of
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the Wilmington Library and of public
education in Delaware. He is shown here in
1953 when Vincent Auriol, President of France,
presented him with the Legion of Honor while
Pierre’s brother, Irénée, and sister Margaretta

- < du Pont Carpenter proudly stand by. Courtesy
of the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
S Pierre S. du Pont High School in north
ERA L

Wilmington, as seen from the air, when it was
completed in 1935. The state named its largest
high school to honor the man who had spent
millions of dollars and devoted much time to
improving education throughout the state.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Miils Historical
Library.
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Women taping containers for artillery powder
at the Du Pont yards during World War |.
During the war the company's profits
skyrocketed and its workforce grew
dramatically, thus laying the foundation for
Du Pont’s post-war expansion into other
ch'cmically based products like cellophane,
paints, and rayon. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

Armistice parade passing the Du Pont Building
Ngvember 1918, as photographed from a
window of the Old County Courthouse by
Frank R. Zebley. Courtesy of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library.

Washington Street Bridge was built in 1922 as
a memorial to Delaware’s war dead in the
First World War. The Washington School and
the Delaware Hospital are in the background.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

Mrs. Frank Tallman, leader of Republican
Party women in Delaware, marched in the
bridge dedication parade wearing a model of
the bridge on her head. Courtesy of Genevra
Rumford, from the “Delaware Remembered”
exhibit, Delaware Art Muscum, 1979.

A circus parade on Washington Street at
Twenty-sixth Street, circa 1928, en roule (o the
circus grounds on Thirticth Street. Courtesy of
the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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The Artisans Savings Bank was « nizedd in
| 1861 by a group of Quaker businessmen to
encourage workers 1o save, In 1930 the bank -
moved 1o this Art Deco building at 505 Market
Street. The building now houses the library of
the Historical Society of Delaware. Courtesy of 3

the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. / :
i Henry Belin du Pont (left), Wilmington's most
enthusiastic airplane pilot, greets Charles A.
Lindbergh at du Pont's air ficld in 1927 during
7 Lindbergh's national tour. Fifty thousand
?gnga‘}sl i[l[l ielectricihouss in Wilmingioniat Wilmingtonians lined the streets to catch a
i 192408 i Avem;'c, opened for inspection glimpse of “Lucky Lindv"” as his motorcade
Historic. Ioilglesy JRleisleuttenanivilis = took him to Bavnard Stadium, where another
iy crowd heard him discuss the future of
aviation. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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e - 995 In 1928 Sicilian-born airplane designer

! Guiseppe Bellanca established an airplane
Sactory near New Castle, Delaware. Here
Bellanca, in the straw hat, poses with co-
workers, including test pilot Shirley J. Short.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The Bellanca factory and airport, circa 1930.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.

The YMCA building at Eleventh and
Washington streets was built in 1928 on the
former site of the Job Jackson mansion.
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical
Library.
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; Looking north on Market Street toward Tenth
. . . . 25 e S s alred
The Wilmington Marine Terminal . = Street, circa 1920. ”;" sl(r:m,l"\\?s ;;j[’ IL;:(d'y
photographed in 1928, The marine terminal, i ) = ~ becoming a parking lot. Cour osy :
built in 1921-23 by the city on the Christina : » SN - 4 l Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
River at its confluence with the Delaware = oL |
River, gave Wilmington a deepwater port - V= T In the carly stages of the automobile age, auto
ar v ool Dy ; 1 oire - . N ;> earty ¢ CS 0 H &
(,._lpnblc of h.md!mg three .slup:s . o roducts were sold in general stores such as
simullaneously. The port has since grown i | . pl L { 1300 French Street. Courtesy of the
and is a major contributor to the city's | | - = this one "; Society of Delawa re. ’
i dp .
economy. Lumber; meat, bananas, and foreign- ‘ [ | ‘ - e Historica Y Q
made automobiles are its chief imports. | =~ . T :
Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills Historical = T b 3 : J M. *
Library. . = i . . y l ‘
3 ]4 . ] b
The Wilmington Fair Grounds at Elsmere ] ) )) )
hosted the Delaware State Fair in 1925, . | “»2@4,;£ )
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Automobiles brought accidents which in turn
spawned safety efforts such as this one in

1924. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

The Phoenix Fire Company's Ambulance poses
at Twelfth and King streets in 1915, Courtesy
of the Historical Society of Delaware. ’
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The growth of the Du Pont Company in the
early twentieth century turned well-to-do men
and women in the du Pont family into
Jabulously wealthy millionaires. One result was
Nemours, the spectacular residence built by
Alfred I. du Pont on Rockland Road. The
grounds now contain a hospital for crippled
children as well as the house and gardens,
which are open to the public. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The interior of another du Pont house, the
music room at Granogue, residence of Irenece
du Pont. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Oberod, the home of Mrs. Harry Lunger,
daughter of Philip du Pont, demonstrates how
the region surrounding the Kenneltt Pike got
the name “Chateau Country.” In 1979 Mrs.
Lunger gave this property to the Episcopal
diocese of Delaware. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.
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The old Wilmington Country Club at Greenhill
Avenue and the Kennett Pike was founded in
1901 by the maost socially prominent familics
of the city. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Waestover Hills, derisively called “leftover bills”
by less affluent Wilmingtonians during the
Great Depression, became the city’s most
prestigious subdivision in the late 1920s. The
Alexis L du Pont school can be seen on Kennett
Pike at the top of this picture, taken in June
1930. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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The Directors’ Room in the Du Pont Building
as photographed in 1934 features a huge table
in the shape of the company's oval and
portraits of past presidents. Courtesy of the
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

The Du Pont Experimental Station was greatly
expanded after World War I, reaching the
massive proportions shown in this photograph
in 1856. The Brandywine can be seen at the
bottom right. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.
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Looking up Orange Street toward the Nemours
Building in 1937. Soon after this photograph
was taken the buildings in the foreground
were razed to provide parking for office
workers. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Librarv.

Aview of dovwntoswn Wilmington in 1936 when
the Nemours Building was under construction.
v Notice that the old Federal Building on Ninth
Street between Shipley and Orange streets was

] still standing. The Delaware Trust Building,

: home of the Hercules Powder Company, is at

l the right. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Librarv.
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i Tavern at Eighth and Church streets in the
1930s. Courtesy of Ann Pawlikowski, Jrom the
' Delaware Remembered” exhibit, Delaware Art
Museum, 1979.
Farmers Market in 1955. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Delaware.
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The Blue Rocks, Wilmington's minor league 9 ER e U T .
team, plaving in the Wilmington Ball Park at [ ’ - a - : )
Thirtieth Street and Northeast Boulevard in : ‘ " v

the 1940s. B. R. M. Carpenter, Jr, built the
ballpark in 1940 and created the Blue Rocks, '

who played in the Class B Inter-State League as . -
a Phillies farm club. By the early 1950s

television had killed local interest in the team

and Carpenter tore down the ballpark.

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.

AL - ¥
—_ — = - v -
i 1 l ‘F.’ - .:
“‘ i )
.
CT - - T
1—1:-:—": B 1 L -
e 2 o Lo b
. = } Tt .- - 1
; - 4

5 4- 15 1 -
= 4 ! ' = -~
— z .
o XMy
\ - - - I 1 =
| L B
- o) "“f"’. ' ‘ !'
. S I b
i -
: - 7
\ =
;oW e =
'
B
LB ' g
T, . . -
. K ~ - q i~ 9
N B‘A \ '~ : - - - -

the top of the picture. Courtesy of the

All of these buildings have been demolished
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

for urban renewal with the exception of the
Federal Customs House built in 1841, toward

Market day on King Street between Fourth and
Fifth streets in 1935. The Ogden-Howard

Furniture Company building is on the corner. 193




The Flower Market in Tenth Striet Park, circa
1940. The Flowgr Market wis begun in 1921 as
a fund-raising event for the Associated

Charities. Courtesy of the Historical Society of

Delaware.
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Landing crafl under construction at the Dravo
ship yard on the Christina River in 1944.
Courtesy of the Historical Sociely of Delaware.

Vol

Landing craft built in Wilmington in 1943. The
war momentarily revived shipbuilding in
Wilimington. Courtesy of the Eleutherian Mills
Historical Library.

Delaware Avenue looking toward Washington
Street in the 1950s. Courtesy of the Historical
Society of Delaware,
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St. Paul’s Methodist Church at Tenth and
Jackson streets, built in 1910, was demolished
1o make way for the interstate highway in the
1960s. Courtesy of the Historical Society of

Delaware.
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Colonel J. Ernest Smith presented the city with
this fountain and dual rows of Japancse
cherry trees in 1933 as a memorial to his wife

: Josephine Tatnall Smith. The garden is on the
N north side of Brandywine Park at Van Buren
i Street. Courtesy of the State of Delaware,

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs.

e Market Street below Ninth Street in February
1947. Courtesy of the lHistorical Society of
Delaware,
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Urban renewal has been a slow process in cast
Wilmington as can be scen in this photograph
from the mid-1970s, taken nearly twenty years
after the first buildings fell. Amid the parking
lots and empty spaces are the first structures
in the new Civic Center: the Federal and
Delmarva Power and Light buildings to the left
and high rise apartments for senior cilizens at
the lower right. Courtesy of The Greater
Wilmington Development Council.

The interstate highway was built through west
Wilmington between Adams and Jackson
streets during the 1960s in spite of opposition
Jrom neighborhood residents. Courtesy of the
State of Delaware, Department of
Transportation.

The completed Civic Center includes a hotel
and office buildings for federal, state, and
local government. The modern structure in
the center foreground is Ezion-Mt. Carmel
Methodist Church. Courtesy of the Delaware
Photo Library.

= - ),
i1 anit

The Delmarva Power and Light Building in the
Civic Center. Photograph by Caral E.
Hoffecker.
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Phatographs by Carol E. Hoffecker.

One result of complex federal legislation for

urban renewal has been Willingtown Square, a R . . ‘

cluster of colonial houses moved (o Market . ‘ A - o=

Street from other parts of the city that were :

undergoing renewal. The square, across the _

street from old Town Hall, houses officials .- =

and activities of the Historical Society of NN

Delaware. Its projectors hope that the square i "‘ﬁ N -0 |
_— will help revitalize lower Market Streel's

sagging retail trade.

The statue of Peter Spencer holding a child
occupies a prominent place in the Civic
Center. Spencer; originally a member of
Asbury Methodist Church, led the black
withdrawal from the church in 1805 and
helped create Ezion Church. Later he formed
the African Methodist Church, which began its
own all-black conference, of which it was the
mother church, Photograph by Carol E.
Hoffecker.

Typical of the back-to-the-city movement
within the middle class is this row of
renovated houses on Trenton Place in “Trinity
Vicinity.” Renewal, begun here spontaneously
in the 1960s, has sparked renovation in other
neighbarhoods throughout the city.
Photograph by Carol E. Hoffecker.

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Delaware.
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Blue Rocks baseball team 193
Blumenthal, F., Company 147
Brandywine (ship) 80
Brandywine Acacdemy 34
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Coolspring 113
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gardens 59

Dallin, J. V. 39

Delaware Avenue 105, 119, 126, 196
widening of 123-25

Delaware Bay 10

Delaware Construction Company 120

Delaware Safety Council 186

Delaware State Fair 184

Delaware State Seal 71

Delaware Trust Company 163

Delmarva Power and Light Building 199

Democralic National Committee 174

Dickinson, John: home of 30

Dick, J. A. 46-47

Dockstader, William L. 136

Donaghy, Father Peter 50

Draper, James A.: home of 92, 173

Dravo Ship Yard 196

du Pont, Alexis I. 103

du Pont, Alfred 1. 54-55, 163
home of 187

du Pont, Eleuthere Ireneé
home of 50

du Pont, Henry A. 70

du Pont, Henry Belin 183

du Pont, Ireneé 179
home of 187

du Pont, Lammot: home of 161

du Pont, Mary Belin: home of 161

du Pont, Pierre S. 41, 163, 179

du Pont, T. Coleman 163

Du Pont Building 162-63, 166-69, 190-91
site of 24, 111, 153

Du Pont Company 41, 46-49, 70, 163
and anti-trust suit 163
Brandywine mills
and powder yards 41, 46-47, 180
diversification of 163-64
explosion of 1890 57-58
powder yard workers of 53, 56
saltpetre refinery of 57

Du Pont Experimental Laboratory 60, 164,
172, 190

Du Pont Highway 164

41, 46

E

Eastern Malleable Iron Company 68
Ebbitt House 111, 167
Ebner, P. 147
Eden Hall Lodge 134
Eleutherian Mills 50, 57
Elsmere 115
Emrose (ship) 79
Equitable Guarantee and
Trust Company 132
Evans, Oliver 20
Evening Journal 138
Ezion Methodist Church 72-73, 110, 200
Ezion-Mount Carmel Methodist Church 198

F

Farmers Markel 192-93
see also King Street Market
Ferris, Benjamin 15, 20-21
Fire companies 96
Fire Company parade 155
First Presbylerian Church 90
Flower Market 194-95
Fogel Grip (ship) 9
Ford Building 132
Fort Christina 9-10
under seige by Dutch 13
Fourth Street 134, 155
Fraim's Dairy wagon 146
Franklin Street 122
French Street 89
Friendship Fire House 153
Friends Meeting House: Fourth and
West streets 21, 37
Ninth and Tatnall streets 38
Friends School 112
Front Street 81, 109
Furness, Evans and Company 139

G

Garfield, James A.: statue of 91

Garrick Theater 136

General Motors Company 165, 174

Gentieu, Pierre 52, 56

German athletic club 146-47

German Hall 94

German social clubs

Gillis, John P. 104
home of 105

Gilpin, Edward W.: home of 91

Gilpin, Thomas: paper mill 45

Ginder's Cigar Store 153

Goldey College 117

Grace Methodist Church 98-99

Grand Opera House 64, 135, 166, 202
see also Masonic Hall

Grand Union Hotel 109

Grant, Ulysses S.: visit to Wilmington 85

Granogue 187

Gray, George: home of 90

Gulcz, Father John S. 148

146-47

H

Hagley 47

Hagley mill 48
Hall, willard 101, 115
Harkness Building 132
Harlan and Hollingsworth Company
65-66, 80, 82-83
Hartmann and Fehrenbach Brewery 111
Haskell, Hal 166
Heald, Joshua T. 63, 102
Henry Clay Village 41, 56
housing in 51
naming of 49
Hercules Powder Company
Hicks, Elias 37
Highlands 141
Hilles, Eli 89
home of 88-89
Hilles, Samuel 88
home of 88-89
Hilles, William S. 97
Hill, Joseph 137
Holly Tree Inn 108
Holy Trinity Church, see Old Swedes Church
Hospilals 100
Hotel Du Pont  170-71
Hotel Stoeckle 146
Hotel Wilmington 137
Howard High School 151
Howard, O. O. 104
Huber’'s Dry Goods

62-63,

163-64

-

I

Immanuel Episcopal Church 45
Imperial Chemical Industries 164
Ingleside 25, 94

Integration of public schools 167
Interstate 95, 166, 198

Italian community 149

Ivy Road 43

I X. L. Laundry 154

J

Jackson and Sharp Company 63, 70-71, 74,
76-77, 79

Jackson Street 126

James, Duke of York 17

Josephine Garden 197

K
Kalmar Nyckel (ship) 9, 11-12
Keil, Max: tavern 144
Kelly, James E. 5
Kennett Apartments 126
Kennett Pike 161
King, Rev.-Martin Luther, Jr. 167

King Street 100, 145, 193

King Street Market 141-43

Kleitz, R. 147

Kresge's 5 and 10" 32-33
L

Lafayette, Marquis de:

visit to Wilmington 18, 29
Leather industry 63
Lea, Thomas 18
Lea-Derickson house 24
Lee, Alfred: home of 94
Lindbergh, Charles A 183
Lindestrom, Peter 9, 10, 13
Lippincott's Department Store 136
Lobdell, George 67
Lobdell Car Wheel Foundry 63, 66

Logan House 127
Lunger, Mrs. Harry: home of 187

M

McComb, Henry S.: home of 174-75

Maloney, Tom 166

Mara (ship) 78

Market Street 64, 85-87, 116-17, 128-29,
132-33, 135-36, 166, 174-75, 185, 197

Markel Street Bridge 34-35

Market Street Mall 166

Masonic Temple: laying of cornerstone 109
see also Grand Opera House

Maybin, J. A, 15-17, 19

Megary's Furniture Store 138

Merrick carriage factory 72-73

Merrick, John: home of 92, 95, 173

Methodist church 84

Millard Club 135

Milles, Carl 12

Minquas Indians 9

Minuit, Peter 8-9, 11

Misses Hibbs School 112

Montgomery, Elizabeth 116

Morgan, James 96

Morrow, J.: grocery 85

Mullin’s Clothing Store: banquet 137

Municipal Electricians of the United States
and Canada: convention 108

N

National Bank of Wilmington and
Brandywine 85-87

Nemours 187

Nemours Building 166, 190

New Castle County Almshouse 93

New Castle County Courthouse 132-33, 173

New Sweden: map of 10

North Market Street 27

Nylon: discovery of 164

(0}

Oberod 187

0Old Home Week 136

Old Swedes Church 9, 13, 15
0ld Town Hall, see Town Hall
Orange Street 153

P

Parades 136, 155, 180-81

Peale, Charles Wilson 25

Pennsylvania Railroad Company 160

Pennsylvania Railroad Station 69, 139

Penn, William 17

Peoples Railway Company 127

Philanthropy 41

Philadelphia: as model for Wilmingtown
plan 17

Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore
Railroad 63, 66

depot 66

Phoenix Fire Company 186

Pierre S. du Pont High School 179

Pinckett Court 153

Polish community 148, 150

Price, James 18

Pusey, William W. 74

Pusey and Jones Company 63, 66, 74,
78-79, 159

Pyle’s Bicycle Academy 153

Pyle, Howard 1

16, 130

Q

Quaker Hill Waltz. 84

Quakers: settlement of Delaware Valley

Raskob, John J.

Revolutionary War

R

174, 178

20, 24

Rhoads, J. E., and Sons Leather

Company

75, 148
Richardson Park:
Richardson, Richard: home of

site of

38

38

Riddle, George Read: home ol 100
Riots of 1968 167

Rockford Park 41, 158
Rockford Walter Tower 140
The Rocks 8, 10, 12-13

Rodney, Caesar: statue of 5
Rodney, Caesar A.: home of
5, 162, 178

Rodney Square
site of
Rokeby Mill: fire

132-33, 173

al 53

Roosevell, Franklin Deleno:
visil lo Wilmington 1

Ryan, W. H., General Merchandise Store

Sacred Heart Church 11
Saint Amour 161
Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
Saint Anthony’s Church
Saint Hedwig's Church
Saint John's Episcopal Church 1
Saint Joseph's on the Brandywine:
Sunday school 50

Saint Mary's Church

Saint Patrick's Day 106
Saint Paul's Methodist Church 1
Saint Stanislaus Church
Schnepp, H. 147
Schoonover, Frank 131
Schools, private: academies
Methodist 94

Schoals, public
Number 1 1
Number 5 1
Number 9 1
Number 24

101
01
01
51
152

Second Baplist Church
Second Street Market House
Semple, Anna 100
Shaw, Robert 10
Shipley, Elizabeth Levis
Shipley, Thomas: home of 31

Shipley, William

home of 16,

Short, Shirley J.

16-17
20
183

Simms house 22

Smith, Alfred E.
Smith, J. Ernest

174
197

3

P

2

115
115,

106

115

81

17

113

148

92

100

Soldiers and Sailors Monument
Sommers, Adolph H., Shoe Store 86

Spaid, Arthur R.

114

Spencer, Peter: statue of 200
Starr, Thomas: home of 35

Sterling’s Store

51

Stidham, Tyman: home of 19
Stuyvesant, Peter 9, 13

Stiegler, John B.
Suburbanization
Superior (ship)

84
167
78

Swedenborgian Church 91

97

03

97

104

17

18!




Swedish tercentenary celebration 4,

T

Tallman, Mrs. Frank 181
Tankopanican Orchestra
Tatnall, Joseph 18, 20, 30
home of 29
Taylor and Jackson’s Academy 92
Thomson, James W.: home of 92
Thomson, John A.: home of 92
Tilton Military Hospital 100

54-55

Tippecanoe, Harrison and Morton Club 52

Todd'’s Cut 160

Topkis, Rosa, Dry Goods Store 135
Town Hall 4, 20, 36, 110, 166
Trinity Episcopal Church 81, 84
Tucker, Father J. F. 149

Tuesday Club 135

Turnverein  146-47

Twenty-sixth Street 120-21
Tyrolian Quartet Club 147

U

Uncle Tom's Cabin Car 70-71
Urban renewal 165-66, 200
Ursuline Academy for Girls 178

\Y

Van Buren Streel 156-57
Van Buren Street Bridge 141
Vandever Avenue 118
Vining, Mary: home of 24

Walker's Bank 49
Walker's Mill  51-52
Walnut Street 81
Walter, Thomas U. 88
Washington, George:
visit to Wilmington
Washington House 85
Washinglon Jones Dry Goods 85
Washington School 152
Washington Street 181
Washinglon Street Bridge 181
Waler Department pump house 140
Waler Witch Fire Company 96
Wayne, General Anthony: headquarters of,
at Wilmington 29
Wesleyan Female College 94
Weslover Hills 188
West Street 105
Weslt, Thomas: home of 21
Willard Hall School 150
willing, Thomas 17
Willingtown Square
The Willows 24
Wilmington: colonial charter 18
under Dutch control 9
English settlement of 17
ethnic makeup 63, 115
duplex housing in 120
government established 18
growth of 20, 167
housing construction in  120-22
map of, in seventeenth century 20
map of, in 1736 20
map of, in 1889 93
map of, in 1895 118
building of market 17-18
municipal services in 115

18, 29

166, 200-01

Carol E. Hoffecker, a native Wilmingtonian, is
professor of history at the University of Delaware
where she teaches state history and urban history.
She is the author of a number of books and articles on

the history of Wilmington.

panoramic view of 72-73, 81-83, 94, 15°
158, 162, 176-77, 191, 198-99

parks founded 41

population of 63,7115

railroads and industrialization of 63

and steamboat service 78, 80

and trolly service 115, 118-19

upper classes in  115-16

urban decay of 165
The Wilmington (ship) 18
Wilmington and Northern Railroad 70
Wilmington City Railway 102-03, 127
Wilmington Club 92, 95
Wilmington Country Club 188
Wilmington Dailv Commercial 98
Wilmington Fair Grounds 184
Wwilmington High School 115, 123

site of 91
Wilmington Institute 31, 41, 97, 178
Wilmington Marine Terminal 165, 184
Wilmington Steamboal Company 80
Wilmington Trust Company 163
Wilson, J. Shields 80
Wilson Line 80
Winchester-McComb House 173
Winkler's German Restaurant 154
Woolworth's “5 and 10" Cent Store 133
World War 1 180
World War 1I: and industrial revival

and wartime housing 165

164-65

Y,Z

YMCA 182
site of 111

Zebley, Frank R. 25-26, 120-22, 180 !
Zimmerman, H. 147






