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Brown vs. Board of Education

A B0k at desegregation S0 years later

Integration wasn't always a spectacle

In Dover, Del., in 1954,
one family plants seeds
of quiet, courageous change

Iy Anita Mamnmg
USA TODAY

DOVER, Del, = What iy be the
mast remarkable thing about the
desegregation of Dover High
School n 1554 is how unnemark-
able it was

The integration of American
schools
heere in Delaware and b reflected in
three generations of one Tamily
Ruth Laws, an educator and covil
rights phoneer; her daughter, Cher-
ritta, one af the first black students
o enter and graduate from Dover
High School; and Willlam, Cherrii-
La's san, whi i‘lil.w up with a deep

appreciation g the sirugeles that
weend before lam
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school early and advanced quickly
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weasnl brought up to he fearful,”
she says ol thome years

tion of the schoal baard, tempora-
rily closed the schocls dd post-
poned desegrégation in the town
unitil the mid-1 960

Laws Matthews was nat yet 12 on
the Septembeer day when she and a In Daver, though, it went
group of carefully chosen black  smoathly that first day and in the

stodents, cight boys and nine girls
walked nto the all-white Dover
High as Ireshamen.
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ﬁﬁlﬂl “diclr’t know each other
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doest recall any serious prob-  Ploneers of 2 new ages Ruth Laws, [eft, andd her daughier, Cherritta Laws Matthews, wrlrmtrum:ntd’hthtcuryﬂrgrumoixhuulsm
Dever, Dl Ruthwas a respected educitor. and Cherriita, then 11, was among 17 black students selected to integrate Dover High School in 1954

bemm,
Tt 'wias mioe COMITAN
than muvst penple nealize.
v Deeloware State Lim
historian Bradley

-

I:ll-\.ltl g the Irl-'-
wiay 3 the Uneversicy of Al-
ST i 1963

r -

Matthews, & wilow, holds a
doctoeate 0 educational admini- Mo such spectache -
stration amd supery curred at Dover High,
speech pathol ere Maithews quickly
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change, and the result was an
upristng that forced the resigna-

Matthews' son, Wilkam, 40, a
budget analyst in Aberdeen, Mid.
grew up hearing stories about the
civll rights movement and how
things were before Brows va. Roond
of Eduiration, "N kept me cognizant

Willam Makthewwes, 40, gresw up

hearing ssories about te cvil

rights moverment. He's now i bud:

et anilyst in Aberdeen. Md
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