Dover was amony first 1o break down barriers

Iy Carlos Holmes
Senbar edilor

DOVER — As one ol the first
hlsck stucdents o attend an lile
prated Dover High School in

! Marsholl Arnell learned
e diversity had ramifics
thons pot only kn the clEssnomn
bat o the (ootlall eld os we

In & game ithai slarkly
wrnsted the differences in
sens:zhilitbes betwern  Dover
ammong (e first few schools in
e siale (o ntegrale in 1854 —
nnel the segregaled Sussex Coa
ty schools. Mr. Arnell learmed the
sompctimes  comical  (rooy ol
Feism

Mr. Arnell — who s part black,
pari Filipie — now o retired
educator, chuckles das he talks
about a 1955 fooiball  game
between Dowver amd  Millsboro
high schoals

A sophomore al the time, Mr
Armell wos pul In U game o
the fourth quarter, “We had 1o
e winning because a bunch of
us on the bench gol o go Inio
e gme.”

But ihe young inebacker did-
'l even gel bo play a down

1 mever forgel how the Mills
horo players were looking over
at ws,” Mr. Arnell sabd. “Then &
few players started drifting over
i ihelr sidelines, and then the
rest of the their team lefl the
Flebd.”

Bernard E. Briggs. a Milfgrd
femball coach wha also worked
Gs mn oficial. was a referee thisl
night. Al mge 86, he siill remem-
teers ilwe Incident wivickly

1 weni over 1o the conch amd
amd, “What gives™ ™ e sl “The
eonch said the school board s

a policy 1 teaim will ook
play wored players. He
said, 1 gotta do what ey say,

C. Terry Jackson [ a wiiie
temarnate of Mr. Arpell, said it
was B petnful experience for ihe
el

1 wasa'l & lalsck
thing.™ he spdd. "3 wos
ihe lace of the fean. wher
wenalcdai'ly palay.

Mr Arnel] wis
over Ml
o ploy because
skin color. he sabd (he
tareed (i siprreal b

“Laner, | was in ihe shower
some of the Millsboro pl
‘ In b alsn take a show
v sakd willi g lmagh. “They were
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Milford indcgrated 11 “Negro
students withaul sy forewnm

ing o while pare
i Llense coniroy
in the evictis
bess than one
begin the 10th
However. abe
worih., the Dover Spectal
str i owis o
Hime, ki relatively calm begiia

g 1o descgregnihon

(i Ruilh M. Lows, whost
daughter Cherritia was in te
lirsi black group o enroll al
Dwver High Schoal. recalls tlal
itee rigmehlings sownrd iniegration
begun before e 118, Sopreme
Ciomirt ruling. when Dover School
Board candiclaie o). Leon Tar-

burton came secking her sap-
port and vole

| told him 0 depended on
where he siood o iegration.”
sl Dir

Laws, who, due 10 her
as the first black admin

1 e state Departmenit
A Dyllic Instruction, also shood
amn

the mosi  prominent
icanAmericans in the com-
ity &l "he Ume
Liws wajel the board held
1 meeting with members of the
black commuunity thal sumamer
concrrabg the possesility of Hm
Ve clescgregilion ol the high
schoc). The board then beld o
pubilie leneting so (e comus.
nity coubl veigh noon ihe pro-
posal

Aboaid 400 peunle showed up
o he ting whers disirict olfi-
chls lald out el plas jo begin
linvited mtegration of e high
school. Siwdenis who had e
prihuwmsd  from  the ekl
Booker T Washingion Elensen-
tary School would be allowed 1o
v for admissbon, and i they

pasaed eximi andl pgresd
enber the academic track [callege
preparntory)  dhey  would  be

aceepled as Dover High Schoal
studenis
precocious | l-year-ald
i i Cherritta Laws was i
first hlack student to be (nier-
viewed. Cherrifta sakd her par-
enis were 1okl to si in a wak-

Siaff photo/Carios Moimes
Cheritta L. Matthews and Marshall Amell were the first Alrican-American grdauates from
Dover High School, now Central Middie School, in 1958,

ing room wike she took o fes

| sensed thal they were ner-
vous, and they were astoursded
of blnck sisdent
Wppying, especially al my age,

back of the bullding

1 will never forpet the siores
wre gol from some of the st-
denis, but they werenl gquibe
hwieful.” M Arnell sadd. “Bui o
thetr credit, there were a léew stu-
denis who cume over and wel-

from sdmindsirmors and other
teaclers Mt we would be going

Now vpown as Cherritta L
Matthews, che said s ;

ifradd whist would happen to

Jackson sakd it was noi

I the begnnbe of the 105
Al the. heginning bf-the 1064 big & deal for most studenis

d be among the figst bia

lronically, Mrs, Matihews said
opposition was most deeply feli
romlncks working in aren seg-

wis (hal it was unre-
enrolled in the ninth g

1 =akd e walked o school




