¢

While T fully agrée that our whble pension }egislation is
open to criticism, and am entirely in accord with the senti-
ment expressed in your World’s Work article, that the trou-

ble with our pension system is the policy of piecemeal 'lggig-_
lation which has been followed for so many years, it is

obvious that in any comprehensive and final adjustment of
the whole question, the claims of all should be fairly heard.
“Turning now to your letter, I trust that'you will not have
considered my silence as implying consent to the justice or
propriety of some of your comments which I deem:a re-
flection upon the patriotism and self-sacrifice of loyal citi-
zens of my State during the Civil War. : o
The second paragraph of your letter reads as follows: ...
“As you and I know perfectly well, the case of the Dela-
ware Volunteers is purely and simply a case of an organiza-
tion which enjoyed a very pleasant summer picnic,—an open

air life in an agreeable country, fifty years ago!” . o
Please understand that I know nothing of the kind; but, -

on the contrary, that I have positive information that the
duity of the 5th and 6th Delaware volunteers-in the summer
of 1863, though short, was very onerous and disagreeable.
The services performed by these troops at that time, con-
sisted in garrisoning Fort Delaware, Del., and guarding the
many thousands of Confederate prisoners confined there,

and in protecting the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti- -
more Railroad and the Chesapeake. and Delaware Canal

north from Baltimore, both of which were the main lines of
communication and supply between the North and the South
on the Atlantic seaboard. This was of vital necessity to the

government, as the local secessionists in Delaware and

Maryland would have blown up the canal locks and de-

- stroyed the railroad. bridges and ferry across the Susque-".

hanna had they not-been guarded.

The duty at Fort Delaware was severe and the localitj'
~ insalubrious, with the result that many typhoid fever cases .

developed in the command, causing a number of deaths.
Further, the country along the railroad and canal was very

largely malarial and plagued with mosquitoes, so that the-

“picnic” to which you refer exists only in imagination. -

The troops which they relieved along the railroad were"
~ the 5th New York Heavy Artillery which afterwards was
sent to the 6th Corps and served in the battles in the Shen-

andoah Valley. ' .

You next state: “You and I or any'.’young fellow would

~ have-been glad then, or would be glad now, to- participate
‘in'such an outing.” : e L .

- Of course, I-'cannot speak fbf‘you,f‘b_ut as. far as Ifafn §
concerned, with my personal knowledge of the localities, I

~should be very sorry to participate in such an outing if

pleasure alone were-to be considered. = The men who com- |
posed the. 5th and 6th. Delaware regiments were not all
young. fellows, as ‘you seem to think, setting out- for an

- agreeable diversion, but men who almost without exception

made serious sacrifices-in leaving their homes, and this can
be best explained by considering the local conditions which
then obtained.. B LA -
At the beginning of the war nearly one-half of the people
of Delaware, who called themselves Democrats, were sym-:

pathisers with the Southern cause, as that State was ore of
“the former slave-holding States. = A few of them carried
the courage of their- convictions sufficiently far to leave the

State and go South to fight in the Confederate army, as
did the Delaware representative in the United States Mili-
tary Academy, a resident of Wilmington; but-the great

- majority of them remained at home and contented them-

selves with denouncing the general government and the war.
Many threats were made to destroy the lines of communi-
cation between the North and the South, as well as certain
industrial establishments which were of supreme importance
to the government. These threats extended in many lo-
calities to the individual property and personal security of
Union men. Because of its disloyalty the State Militia, in-
stead of being called out, was disarmed, and the Legislature
of the State refused to vote a single dollar for bounties,

. but granted liberal appropriations for hiring substitutes to

take the places of those who were drafted. -

The census reports show that when hostilities began, the
number of white males in the State of Delaware between
18 and 45, of age for military service, was 18,273, of

“which number 9,500 is a fair estimate of those who were

loyal. Subtracting therefrom ten per cent, which approxi-
imates to the number of those who were physically unable
to service, we have 8,550 men, and from these must be

- deducted those who enlisted in the Navy and Marine Corps

and in the Regular-Army, which would reduce.this figure
by at least 300 men, leaving about 8,250. Deducting from
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